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IN WHICH 


of he AUTHOR 8 N Sufficiency of a 
rigbt Notion an 


bare Balief of the Goſpel- 
3 unto the Salvation of its — is 
conſidered and. pisRRovED; and the Fa! 
of his Arguments, repeated Self-contradic io- 
tions and Miſrepreſentations of Scripture 
are ExPosED, 
And Likewiſe, 


The Neceſſity of a Principle of Grace implanted- 
in the Heart, in order to ſaving Faith, and the 
Utility of Chriſtian Experience, are Dzrenvep 


againſt the unjuſt C of a legal and b 
— faical Spirit. 


* 4 
In a LETTER to a Friend. 


By THOMAS WHITEW 00D; 
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e " intitled. Faxes GRACE _ 


BS -.::.,; . 3NDEE ae * 36; wi 
Ito ;£ nt ave accordingly. peruſe 10 
2 e and; Care, in : 
pref to come at the. bottom 20 en d work 
offi ney e which he appoe 
| Mal tq | have Scene „and wherein h e noẽ- 
differs from n former judgment and +, 0 


the j1 emen aß ok. ( dete neral ; or by 
the pol OI title. he 4 45; lea 

it lo 155 as, tho s though 4 e Wins 22 
ſelf nor 5 50 er had come up to the very 
point before. It pleaſed me to find that, in 

was. Un wth 0 be thought either an Ar- 

minian ot an ——.— two of the moſt res... 
pug nant and diſgraecful characters to the pure 
goſpel c of Jeſus Chriſt that can be ; and glad 
1 I 


of utescver ed ſoils, ant! 8700 0 thoſe” 
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4 mould have been to have found that he had 


chat hs new I has led him into both. 4 
_ as I am perſonally acquainted with Mr. 


and have! had the pleaſure both of 


7 and converſing with him. I am 8 a 
5 


e more conęerned fo him} that a wan 1 f 
s character, abilities, and uſefulneſs, | 


Mould be ſo unhappily miſlenl, to the render- 
ing him leſs uſeful than otherwiſe he mi 
have, been ; chat a man Who al His Chrifth- 
friends hoped had begun in the ſpirit ſhould 
now think of being made perfect ig the, f 
I do not indeed ſuppole that he Nl thus 
linſelf; peberthelefs, Sit, tit docrrine w 
of *Hte'he is become fo gr. a an ** 
is no better tHan be erp the fle to 
tell Us that the Amn ple notion, e eee. 
of the, Goff pere is ſaving d 
faith, luffetent to fultify 'a fon FA e 85 No] 
and le give m pt of confelefic e, is ih oY K 
moſt ſimple ahd' bare ſen" Uf til term + 
fleſhily doctrine, atid fuited tothe tna FR mk 


of U. libertine dilpofition; Land 48" f6r e 
qualifying terms, “ true dee Pee with.” 
© kfx led e ant — Ge, fear, ald 
« Ghedience, 1 Gr. Se, freque ly "ſed, by 
him, they art ſo far from In © proof on 
confirmation of the” ſufficthe a ſim ple” 
notfon, and bare belief, that” g Aeuilly” * 
anrfthilate the fame; "fince tele” terms radi- 
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A cally contain, or, include every thing * 
i Ls o God's $; elect; and is, the,.yery f faith 
whic all Calvinifts-will readily. ribe to, 
Las being both neceſſar and ficient. to 
Like ſinner's ſalration; tho not as the mat- 
1 er of his juſtification. before God, as Mr. 
F bas frequently. repreſented , it to be, 
"8 articularly (p. 39) where he ſays, < that 
F< juſtification takes..place by meays, of a re- 
F port of what Chriſt has done; and that, it 
F< 1s this work of Chriſt reported, and be- 
# lieved, which makes men acceptable to God, 
. and-heals. the wounded conſcience.” —For 
$bo' the Goſpel-report, containing a declara- 
Lion of a free and compleat ſalvation by the 
ord Jeſus Chriſt, is indeed the firſt ground 
If an awakened ſinner's hope, and ne 
Þ hich, and the ſinner's believing it to be true, 
5, de could have no hope, peace, or comfort to 
is wounded guilty conſcience, and as ſuch it 


„ Way be juſtly called the means of healing, Gc. 
1 Ec it is neither the Goſpel-report, with. all 
us fulneſs of revealed. grace and love, nor the 
. nner's trueſt, and moſt divine belief of the 
1 c (much leſs a bare belief) is the ground 
b. Þd cauſe of a ſinner's acceptance with God, 
4 the matter of his juſtification before him. 


. 8 In what light ſoever we conſider faith, whe- 
fer as a grace implanted in the ſoul. by the 
pPirit of God, or as exerciſed on the Lord 
= Ils the great ſaving object thereof; or whe- 
10 Er we conſider it in any or all the moſt ge- 
„Ine fruits of it, it is never repreſented in 
B 2 the 


Aa 


.c6n 
EE 
- the N t and * righteouſne of 14 a 
nd is che ebe of the ſoul's 
to Acts xl. 
55 and by bim all that believe are juft eftified, 4 
and Gur: in. 26. er 54 are all the cbil- 
efus Chriſt ; that is, 


Lord Jeſus, 


Full oft 


re The reg 23 Qp $f ayed 
| You word.of 0 > per 09 u My any Cal-⸗-- 
the Gayle or Matter of jiſtifictibs, | 


effect and tertin 


Feng BR the tiefe 
eing already 


uence of the ſoul's 


being 1 Juſtified, according” 


#ren of God "by faith in 


faith and believing is the grand charaReriſtick | 
of ajuſtified foul, and by which he app 


Rand 7 in the relation of ſonſhip with C 0d. ;— 


Fox it is not faith and "believing that either g 
| fer be before God or makes us his ſons, 


ut being already uſtifed and ſtanding 


in the 2 of ſons, with him by Fein] | 
e Lord 
in the fulneſs is ſends f th his Spirit into | 


. our. hearts, whereby dur 


ſpecial redem 


election and mption, t 


4 8 nced to us, and we a 
er; ſo that faith and believin 


it is the evidence thereof, and the happy! 
ment and*means by which the juſtified finner 
receive ald en joys the benefit If his juſtifica- 
tion, Ry in. v. t. therefore being 


2 prace with God, 1 Pet. J. 8. Yet 
ory. 


believing yt rejoice with Joy” unſpeakable ani 
1 have been the more par- 
ticular, Sir, on this point. becauſe it is a ver 


14 oßße. and becau ife Mr. 9 2 bas ** 
| aid 


+. 
> 4 
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ars to 


bie, is evi- 
to cry Abba Fa- 
is ſo fat from 


being the cauſe and matter of juſtification, that 
inſtru- 


Jultified, by 


In ile Han re of His prorrz. 5 
laid too much ſtreſs upon faith and bebeving, 
een on a bare believing. ' 

I therefore now return to his qualifying 
terms, above-mentioned, and. which ] have 
obſerved effectually annihilate the ſuffici» 

ency of a bare belief, c. for unleſs Mr. 


W's P can make it appear with any propriety 
jj. 4 that the ſimple, notion, and bare belief of the 


Goſpel-report 4 is or can be productive of di» 
vine knowledge and ſpiritual experience, of 
evangelical love, fear, obedience, &c. Ge. 
his notion of the juſtifying and ſaving nature 
of a bare belief is at once made void, and that 
by his own qualifying terms. And if Mr. | = 
can indeed reconcile theſe things together, and 
reſolve them under one and the ſame idea and 
meaning, what then is he contending for? 
$ Wherefore all this noiſe, animoſity, and diſ- 
cord ? Why ſhould he perplex the minds and 
diſturb. the peace of ſo many of God's dear 
children Ho can he juſtify himſelf in rend- 
alfa church of Chriſt, and ſettling him - 
f and his party on the narrow-ſpirited terms. 
of no communion but with thoſe who will 
ſubſcribe to the ſufficiency of a ſimple notion, 
and bare belief of the Goſpel report? hereby 
teflecting upon all other churches and chri- 
ſtians with an air of contempt and arrogance, 
laying, Stand by yourſelves, we are now be- 
come mote holy than you. Wherein I ſay 
is the propriety of all this, if Mr, P 
intends po more by his. new-coined phraſes, 


than what, no Calviniſt ever did, or ever will 
deny; 


T 
S& « + 
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deny ; ; would hot this, Sir, be friving about \ 1 


words to no profit, but to the Jubverting of F 
the bearers ? (2 Tim. it. 14.) 


However, it is certain that Mr. Ds 1 


intends ſomething more (or rather ſome- 


thing leſs) by his bare belief, than what b v1 N 


Calviniſts in general under ſtand by faith 
and believing; and indeed, I may venture 
to defy Mr. P——, and his Goliah too, ever 
to reſolve theſe things into one, or make it 
appear that a ſimple notion, and bare belief of 
the Goſpel- report will of itſelf be productive 
of, or be attended with the above-mention'd 
things; ; fince it is more than poſſible that 
erſons may have a ſimple notion, and bare 
belief of the Goſpel- report, to whom it may 
come in the letter thereof, ſufficient to con- 
vince their judgment, and conſtrain their be · 
lief, as to the truth and propriety of the 
ſame, and yet be abſolutely void and igno- 
rant of! its ſaving power, as in the hands of 
the Divine Spirit, without whoſe agency it 
will be but a dead letter, and the believer of 
it have but a dead and an unſaving faith; and 
whom we may addreſs in language Gmilar to | 
that of the Apoſtle; (James it. 19.) Thou 
believeſt there is one God, thiu docſt well, 
and that the Bible is the word of God, that 
all things therein recorded concerning the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt are undoubtedly true; in this 
alſo thou doeſt well ; but remember the De- 
7ils do always thus believe and tremble. Si- 


non Magus likewiſe believed all theſe things, 
and 


1 


in the Heaps of Hrs Prove. . - 7 
„ Rand upon the profeſſion of his faith was bap- 
4 Fo ypon the projet Farne 
f Nied, and for a-while continued with Philip. 
Wondering, &c. and yet was in the gall f 
1 Witterne/s, and bonds of iniquity. . . 


9 t 
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Again, Sir, that awful repreſentation we 


2 MHaye in Heb. vi. 4, 5. 6. is very much 
h the preſent cale, in which the divine au- 
or repreſents it potbble for perſons to fall 
5 | WFrecoverably, . notwithſtanding. their having 


+ | een enlightned and taſted / the heavenly gift, 


if | nd were made. partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, - 
e d have taſted of the good ward of God, and 
4 Pe powers of the world to come, &c. Now 
it | rhatever explanation might be given to 
2 | eſe words, ſufficient to ſecure. the glo- 

Sous doctrine of the faints final, perſeverance, 

i : painſt thoſe who hold the untrue and uncom- 
„ Prtabſe notion of falling from grace, it is ſuf- 
Henk to our preſent purpoſe to obſerve, that, 
_ Reſe things neceſſarily include knowledge of, 
2 d faith in, the Goſpel· report, without which 
5 = s not poſſible they ſhould | be in any one 
pe. | At arid-fince Mr. P. — himſelf will not 
d Now, of any defect in true grace, or that it is 
4% pſhble for perſohg _who have once received 

„ I ever to fall finally from it, the defect muſt 
Pen fall upon a limple notion, and bare be- 

t Ff. of the Goſpel-report. Notwithſtanding. 
 Yoſe extraordinary circumſtances, parallel 
R reto, the fame author obſerves, (p. 10, 26.) 


at it is poſſible for perſons to receive even 
Knowledge of the truth, and yet ſo ſin 
to be excluded all hope of ſalvation. To 
5 3 theſe 
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gien, and, like the Sechermites of” 10, be; 


the Goſpel 48 ſuch; nevertheleſs, it . 
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bot hate the "1a mp 'of profeſſion, Wits 
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from, and Wade upd bel ief. gf the | 
E they up h e nd | 
wait for the Bridegi Yr Cara "and | 
ic is Obſervable, that 91 A profeſs, 


of the fame they preſurt rhe £6 1528 7 


not be owing to the want of a Bats bee of 
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thefe N 8 bund farther add' the caſe & 
proc "vitgins, Who Rad the lamp „ 
4 * no oil of Tate” with th 
hn ps : and tho T WI Il not fa oe i 17 
le for perſons to make 2 profeffion of - n 
religion, Alec believing wo Oecher des 
becauſe 1 believe It 1s, poflible even Deits 4 
and Atheiſts themſelves, might ptofeſs reli- 


1 8 Na 


willing to wear the badge thereof, * 72 a - 
ſwer forne worldly on \ when, "at o "the 
ſame time, they Nene ndt 4 wt 1 


be very inconigrious to Unckerſtand it chus 
of thele virgins, fuice che Saif” Learn 
of«* our "Por" in the parahle is to. fit fit 
out the hear reſemblaßce chete is between | 
true belicvery” and nomitlal *þt6feffors'; "the 


ſion continued with Wang foc NY Age 
even to their death; And ib 4 
trance een gate, 9 F 0 N 
open unto us; and with thoſe ſpoken 7 of | 
vii. 22. migbi be ready to 7150 55 great 
things" they bad done for” Chriſt, and in "bis 
name; 284 yet the Lord declares he 1277 
them not, Ec. Now this their” fe] ection Gta 
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in the Hearts of His ProplLx. 9 
the Goſpel - report, ſince upon this was ground- 


Jed the whole of their profeſſion, therefore a 
bare belief, Cc. is not ſufficient to ſalvation, 
nor can it be attended with true peace of 
; conſcience. A 


Again, I cannot ſee any neceſſity for reges 


Inerating grace, or of being ſupernaturally 
taught of God, in order to the bare belief of 
the Goſpel- report; and yet our Lord hath de- 
clared theſe things abſolutely neceſſary to ſav- 
ing faith in him, and falvation by him. (John 


vi. 44, 45.) No man can come to me except the 


Fatber which- hath ſent me draw him; and 
they ſhall be all taught of God: every man 
therefore that hath heard and hath learned f 


the Father cometh unto me. And when Ni- 
codemus came to our Lord, and profeſſed his 
faith in him as a teacher come from God, our 


Lord invalidates this profeſſion, by preaching 
to him the doctrine of regeneration, and 
being born of the Spirit, as neceſſary to the 
ſeeing and enjoying the kingdom of God, 
both that of the kingdom of grace here, and 


of glory hereafter : and when the apoſtle 
ſpeaks of thoſe who received the Lord Jeſus by 
faith and believing, he tells us they were born 
not of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor 
of the will of man, but of God. John i. 12, 
13. Now as thefe things appear to be abſo- 


lutely neceſſary to true and faving faith, and 


ſo coming to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt as to en- 
joy ſalvation by him; and as I have I think 


moſt clearly thewn that there may be a bare 


C be- 
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believing the Goſpel - report without - thoſe | Goſ 
things, it will neceſſarily follow, that a bare 


belief, Sc. is not a faith ſufficient to ſalvation. 


In a word, if a perſon's own experience 


might be admitted as any rule in this affair, 


as I cannot think but it might, at leaſt to his 


own ſatisfaction, I may then mention my 
own; for I can well remember the time when 
I believed the Goſpel-report as much with 
an act of credence as I now do, and that it 
had conſiderable, tho' but tranſient effects, 
both upon my mind and life, Sc. But when | 
the ſame Goſpel came with a divine and effi- 
cacious power, I could then very ſenſibly feel | 
the infinite difference between a Chriſt re- 


vealed to me by the letter of the word, and F 


a Chriſt revealed in me by the Power of the 
Holy Ghoſt.—To this I might add a relation 
which I once heard from the pulpit, of a 
good woman, who being at a place of di- 
vine worſhip, where the Lord jeſus being 
the ſubject of the miniſter's diſcourſe, the 
ſaid woman was obſerved to continue in her | 
ſeat after | ſervice was over, weeping ; the 
miniſter being informed of it, he went to 
her, and finding her in a flood of tears, aſk'd | 
her what was the matter? and whether ſhe 
.had never heard Chriſt preach'd before ? To 
whom ſhe replied, Yes, Sir, but'I never fel? 
him before. — Now, Sir, as this relation cor- 
reſponds with the general experience of God's 
people, it may ſerve to confirm the neceſſity 
.of ſomething. more than a bare belief of the 
2 ITY 1 | Goſpel- 


in the HEARTS of Hrs Prorte. 1 I 
ſe Goſpel-report in the buſineſs of ſalvation + - 


e Nor can I believe but that Mr. P him- 
elf muſt know that there is an infinite dif- 
e Werence betwixt a literal and a divine faith in 
the Goſpel-report; and if ſo, then his plead- 
ing for the ſufficiency of a bare belief muſt 
run counter to his own experience, as well as 
na the experience of others, and the divine word 
h In general. | 
it F Many more things relative to the inſuffi- 
s, eiency of a ſimple notion, and bare belief of 
n the Goſpel-report might be urged, but Mr. 
: has rendered it unneceſſary by his 
e! Hun declarations, wherein he has evidently 
>. frun counter to himſelf, and {tho' undeſign- 
d Fedly) given up the. cauſe he fo ſtrenuouſly 
\e undertakes to defend: Some inſtances of 
hich take as follow. In p. 3. ſpeaking of 
We principle of grace in the heart, he ob- 
Werves, © that the proper principle of grace 
F upon which the believer acts, by which 
he is quickened, comforted, &c. is the 
implanted word, the truth in the heart, 
the Goſpel in the conſcience ; the know- 
* ledge of Jeſus Chriſt given to the ſoul by 
the Spirit, thro' the word of God: by all 
which phraſes I' intend for ſubſtance one 
and the ſame thing.” Now, Sir, as this 
is a very comprehenſive and evangelical de- 
ſcription of regenerating grace in the prin- 


ok ciple and power of it, let me aſk you, it the 
ery reading the ſame doth not lead your 


deas infinitely beyond what can poſſibly be 
=”. C 2 done 


1 
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done by the terms ſimple notion, and bare | 


belief? And whether you can look on theſe ® 
hraſes, and thoſe of ſimple notion, and bare 
lief, to be ſynonimous, containing one and 
the ſame thing? And if we attend a little to 


the import of theſe phraſes, we ſhall find an 


infinite difference between them: firſt, he 


ſpeaks of the word as implanted, not tho Þ 


word in the letter, or miniſtration of it, nor 
yet the word 1n the bare hearing of, believin o 
in, and rofeſſing the ſame ; but the word 


- implanted, that is ſet home with a divine 


power on the ſoul, and taking real root there; 
it is the truth in the heart, not in the head, 
notion, and bare belief of it; but in the heart, | 


the ſeat and centre of all vital and life-giving | 
principle: ; it is the Goſpel in the conſcience, 
that is good news and glad tidings of ſalva- 
tion to the awakened and fin-ſenfible ſoul, 
and which is not the caſe with every one who ? 
believe the Goſpel-report, and therefore is no 


good and acceptable news to thoſe: it is the 


knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt given to the ſoul 


by the Spirit, which is infinitely more than 
the ſimple notion and bare belief that there 
is a Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and which notion and 


belief is poſſible, without the agency of the 


Divine Spirit: and all this by the means of 
the word of God: ſo that the word of God, 
which Mr. P— ſometimes calls the ſeed o. 
God, and principle of grace in the heart, is| 


here acknowledged to be only the inſtrument 


and means of. theſe things. In p. 6. ſpeaking} 
>.” We 


in the HR ARTS of His PRO IE. 13 


of the ſimplicity of the Goſpel, he ſays, The 
« beauty and propriety of which cannot 
« be diſcerned, unleſs it pleaſe God, by 
« his Holy Spirit, through the Goſpel, to 
ce ſtrike a divine light into the underſtanding 
« and Conſcience.”. Here the Goſpel, or 
word of God, is again brought in, as being 
only the inſtrument, and the Holy Spirit the 
effecting cauſe of divine Light, Knowledge, 
and Underſtanding in the ſoul; and thus, by 
the neceſſity of a divine agency, he effectu- 
ally makes void the ſufficiency of a ſimple 
notion, and bare belief, unleſs he can make it 
appear that a bare belief, and the divine 
agency, is one and the ſame thing; or that 
there cannot be a bare belief, without a di- 
vine agency, and ſupernatural power.— In p. 
29. he ſpeaks of believing the Goſpel upon a 
divine evidence, hereby ſuggeſting and al- 
lowing, that there may be a believing that is 
not upon a divine evidence; and I know of 
no believing that can be lower than that of 
a bare believing: and in p. 43. he allows that 
there may a © belief of the truth evidently 
<« appear, where there is not a true know- 
* ledge and underſtanding of what is be- 
“ heved.” 
Again, his remarks on the ſtony- ground 
hearers, and on Simon Magus, (p. 42.) is to 
the ſame effect, the defect of the Rich Of the 
18 former he tells us, Their defect lay in their 
ent *© not underſtanding the meaning and import- 
ns ff ance of the word they believed; and that 
ol | | <« the 
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< the latter, under his proſeſſion, had not 
' © received the true notion of the freeneſs of 
« Divine grace.” Thus he evidently allows 
that there may be a belief of the truth as 
preached by Chriſt and his apoſtles, and yet 
ſuch believers to come ſhort of ſaving faith. 
The caſe of Simon Magus is a very capital 
one in this affair; let us attend a little thereto, 
and conſider the fame as it is related. Now / 
tho' it ſhould be granted (which I am not 


willing to do) that the ſtony-ground hearers in 0 
did not underſtand the meaning and import- ? CE 
ance of what they heard and believed, yet of: 
it will be very difficult, if not impoſſible, to mu 


charge the ſame upon Simon Magus. The 
text ſays expreſsly, that Simon ' himſelf be- JF 
lieved alſo, Now the queſtion natural to the 

words is this; What it was that Simon be- 
. leved? And the genuine anſwer muſt be, 
that he believed the things which Philip had 
been preaching, which was, the doctrine of 
falvation by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; (Acts viii, 
5, 13.) but it is impoſſible for any one to 
believe in and give credit to, a relation of 
things, without underſtanding the meaning 


of ſuch a relation; and much more impoſ-= |} mh + 
ſible to rejoice in the hearing of things, with= | 1 
out knowing the meaning and importance of that 
thoſe things about which they rejoice; and he 
indeed MEPP—— muſt ſuppoſe the ſtony- iet 
ground hearers to be void of common un- 1 
derſtanding, to be elated and lifted up in gir 
their minds to ſo great a degree of joy as ſelv 


they 
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they were, and, at the ſame time, not to 
know the meaning and importance of what 
they rejoiced in: and if by the gift of God, 
which Simon Magus thought was to be pur- 
chaſed with money, we ſhould, with Mr. 
P——, apply it to the gift of grace and ſal- 
vation, this would be a farther confirmation 
that Simon did underſtand the importance 
thereof, in that he was willing to obtain it at 
any rate; while, at the ſame time, his think- 
ing it might be bought with money was a 
ſufficient evidence that the faith he had was not 
of a divine and ſaving nature; and Mr. P— 
muſt know, that by how much the more 
counterfeits imitate things that are real, by fo 
much the more they reflect a ſuperior excel- 
lency on real things. . Hence the word of 
God and judicious divines frequently ſignify 
how far perſons may go in the things of God 
and religion, and yet want the one thing 
ncedful: witneſs the above-mentioned (Heb. 
vi. 4, 5, 6. and x. 26.) and thoſe ſpoken 
of 2 Tim. iii. 5; whereas, if a ſimple notion, 
and bare belief of the Goſpel-report be ſut- 
ficient to ſalvation, all ſuch diſtinctions are 
vain and uſeleſs. 

But, after all, perhaps it will be objected 
that Mr. P tells us that he is not fond of 
the phraſeology ſimple notion, and bare be- 
lief (p. 10, 33.) conſequently that my re- 
marks on the ſame do not affect him: but, 

Sir, if he is not fond of the phraſes them- 
ſelves, yet it is apparent he is very fond of 
that 

4 
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that which is intended by them, and all along 
carries the idea in this lax and ambiguous 


channel of things; and (in p. 24.) juſtifies | 


the uſe of the phraſes; and (in p. 82.) he 
gives us his own definition of faith, and ſays, 
At is nothing elſe but the belief of the 
e truth.” Now, Sir, can any form of words 
be more alike than theſe? If faith be no- fe 


thing elſe but a belief, it muſt then be a bare 


belief: this is a moſt flagrant inſtance of in- 
conſiſtency, to, pretend a diſtaſte of terms 
uſed by another, and, at the ſame time, him- 
ſelf ſubſtitute thoſe of the ſame import, and 
that to juſtify the ſame thing. And ſince | 
there is a faith and believing that takes in 1 
and includes every article of truth relative to 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, objectively conſidered, + 
and the ſame faith and believing that has a 
ſubjective influence on the ſoul, it is there- 
fore unſcriptural and dangerous to affert that 
ſaving faith is nothing elſe but a believing; 


this is making no difference between a com- e 


mon and notional faith, and that which is 
ſpecia}, evangelical, and divine; and which, | 
by way of eminency, is called the faith of 
the operation of God, the faith of God's | 
elect, like precious faith, Sc. Sc. And in- 
deed, ſaving faith is ſomething more than a 
believing, or it has ſomething eſſentially con- 
nected with it, by which it appears, is ex- 
-perienced, and found to be of a faving na- 
ture: it is called a looking to Chriſt, and 

| coming, | 
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coming to Chriſt, embracing of Chriſt, lean- 
Hog, truſting; and depending upon him, Sc. 

But Mr. P — endeavours to make void the 
Force of theſe things, by telling ns, © that the 
„ Scripture does not repteſent theſe actings 
ne F* to be faith ätſelf, but to be the actings of 
ea believing ſoul, Cc.“ (p. 43.) in which 
gemark he has diſplayed the critick more 
tan the divine, and, I think, greatly to the 
jury of divine truth; for whether theſe 
Actings are called faith itſelf, or only the act- 
IÞgs of a believing ſoul, the grand queſtion 
Jes here: Are they neceflary to the ſoul's + 
EKlvation ? or, Is it poſſible for a man to be 


ce | 
in Rved by a faith that is not effectual to his 
Poking, coming, Sc. to the Lord Jeſus ? 


24 wiſh Mr. P—— ferioufly to conſider this; 
e would then ſee that that faith which has 
e- pot theſe things is a dead faith, being alone, 
it Wd therefore not of a ſaving nature: and 
:reby he would anticipate my anſwer to his 
ext remark, (p. 44.) where he tells us, that 
is ; theſe actings do not belong to faith as it 
h, F juſtifies; and that becauſe (he fays) they 
of cannot be exerted previous to hope and 
love.” In this laſt remark I think he is 
Miſtaken in the order of things; for I appre- 
Send that theſe actings are previous to hope 
on- iind love: the awakened foul, believing the 
* Poſpel- report of ſalvation by the Lord Jeſus 
na- Thriſt, is enabled to look and come with de- 
nd Fre and hope that he fhall be ſave d being 
ing "WS en- 


tions and promiſes of the Lord Jeſus, to whom 
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encouraged thereto by the gracious invita- 


he looks and comes, Se. Hence we read of 
being faved by hope, (Rom. viii. 24.) and 
that our faith and hope is in God; (1 Peter, 
i. 21.) and if there is any propriety in the 
order of the apoſtle's words { 1 Cor. xiii. 13.) 
Now abideth faith, hope, charity; it will 
then follow that Mr. P=— might as well 
tell us, that faith itſelf is not previous to hope 
and love, as to tell us that theſe actings are 
not ſo: but admitting that theſe acts of the 
ſoul are not exerted previous to hope and 
love, how is this a proof that they do not 
belong to faith? Can a man look and come 
to the Lord Jeſus for ſalvation without faith? Þ 
or would theſe acts of the ſoul be leſs valued } 
on a ſuppoſition that they follow hope and 
love, than they are in preceding the ſame ? ' 
ſince whenever they are exerted, they are . 
the genuine fruit and effect of faith, and a 
certain confirmation of the validity and ex- 
cellency of it. ; 
And ſince Mr, P—— is upon the point of 
criticiſm, and is fo liberal in rejecting all acts 
of the ſoul in the buſineſs of falvation, I. 
would here aſk him, Whether faith itſelf re- 
lative to its object, is not an act of the ſoul} 
(under a divine agency)? and whether it is 
leſs valid, or to be rejected, on account of its F 
being the ſoul's act? alſo, whether faith it-1 
ſelf can juſtify (to uſe his own words) un- 
| leſs? 
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3 leſs it be a good and valid faith? and then, 
# what propriety there is in rejecting thoſe other 
acts of the ſoul, by which faith is proved to be 
good and valid, and which, inſtrumentally 


onſidered, are as neceſſary to ſalvation as the 


act of faith itſelf; and that too, whether 


they precede, or follow upon, hope and love? 
2 or the ſame Goſpel that declares the Lord 


Jeſus to be the ſinners ſalvation, does alſo de- 
Flare the neceſſity of their believing on him, 


Dooking and coming to him, in order thereto, 
K Mark xvi. 16. Ifaiah xlv. 22. Matt. xi. 28.) 
Swith many other places. And indeed, that 


Faith and believing which does not engage 
the ſoul's looking, coming, Sc. is a dead 


und unſaving faith; but as it is the nature, ſo 


St is the peculiar excellency and glory of true 


faith, ever to lead the ſoul to the Lord Jeſus 
hriſt, the dear obje& thereof, and from 
hom alone the believing ſoul tetches all his 
Pope, comfort, and joy, objectively conſi- 
Nered, whilſt his looking, coming, &c. is the 
heceſſary and direct means of ſalvation, and 
only ground of ſubjective hope. 

To illuſtrate theſe things, let us take a 
. view of two very capital types of the 
Lord Jeſus; the one is, that of the brazen 


erpent, the other the cities of refuge 


The former was ſet up by the immediate and 
© racious appointment of God, in compaſſion 


o the bitten Iſraelites, that they might look 
Wo it and be healed : now in order to this 


caling it was abſolutely neceſſary not only 
D 2 to 
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to believe there was ſuch a ſerpent, and that } ec 
it was ſet up by the appointment of God, th 
and that healing would be received by everj Cl 
one who looked to it; but it was as neceſ- re! 
ſary that they ſhould look to this ſerpent as on 


well as thus believe in it: and it is very ob- in 


ſervable, that when our Lord applies this ſer- 5 


I 
4. 


pent to himſelf, he makes a looking to it « 


and believing in himſelf ſynonymous (John ** 


iii. 14, 15). So that true and ſaving faith # fo 
in Chriſt is a looking to him, &c. and yet, as fle 
the Iſraelites looking to this ſerpent was nat be 
the cauſe, but the means of their healing, ſo va 
a believing in, looking and coming, &c. to # fic 
the Lord Jeſus, is not the cauſe, but the fo 


means of ſalvation by him. And with re- Io 
gard to the cities of refuge, theſe alſo were an 
appointed by the Lord, in compaſſion to the fir 
manſlayer, that he might flee to them, and an 
eſcape the avenger of blood. And here I ſtt 
mult again obſerve, that it was nat ſufficient F he 
that the manſlayer believed there were ſuch is 
Cities, and that they were appointed by the br 
Lord, and that ſafety would attend every one (I 
who ſhould flee to them ; but it was abſolutely # P- 


neceſſary that he ſhould alſo flee to theſe cities, W. 


and without which they could have been of Y © 


no ſervice to him, notwithſtanding all his faith.“ 
Thus when the apoſtle had in view the © 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the great antitype of # © 
theſe cities of refuge, he makes a fleeing to be 
to him, and laying hold of him, a perſonal ſo 
evidence of intereſt in, meetneſs for, and ſyh-Y 48 


/ 


jecuyey 
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jective ground of, ſtrong conſolation; not 
thoſe who barely believe there is a Lord Jeſus 


i Chriſt, but thoſe who have fled to him for 


refuge, and laid faſt hold upon him, as their 


only object of hope, &c. (Heb. vi. 18.) Bus 


in order to invalidate this paſſage, Mr. P 


b: obſerves, that © this fleeing is evidently con- 


* ſequent upon their beholding and believing 


; * the hope ſet before them. (p. 47.) Be it 


ſo; it will then as evidently follow, that a 
fleeing to theſe cities, and to the Lord Jeſus, 
became abſolutely neceſſary to ſafety and fal- 
vation, and that a bare believing was not ſuf- 
ficient. This is the ſum of what is pleaded 
for againſt Mr. P „and is in effect al- 
lowed of by himſelf in the very objection, 
and may be well ſupported by a variety of 
ſimilar teſtimonies: Thus the Lord is peace 
and ſalvation to thoſe who take hold of his 
ſtrength, i. e. the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and 
he is ſo to them who not barely believe there 
is ſuch ſtrength in God to be taken hold of, 


but to them who really take hold of it; 


(Iſaiah xxvii. 5. ſo that, notwithſtanding Mr. 
P 's formidable declaration in his next 
words, that © if any of theſe conſequent 
te acts, exerciſes, or workings of the be- 
« Ijever's heart, be taken into faith as it juſ- 
<< tiftes, it is then evident we are juſtified by 
* works.” J ſay, notwithſtanding this, I will 
be bold to aflert, that all thoſe acts of the 


. foul before-mentioned, and pleaded for, are 
as neceſſary to ſalvation, and as much con- 


cerned 
5 
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cerned in the ſoul's juſtification before Gd 
as faith itſelf: for the truth of it is, our juſti- M0 
fication before God is not by faith and be- inſt 
lieving, but by and through the Lord Jeſus, Au 
the object of faith, by whom all that Believe A fire 
are juſtified from all things, &c (Acts xiii. 39.) 
not by believing, but by Chriſt believed on, 
"tis in him alone the believing ſoul ſtands di- 
ſcriminately diſcharged from all fin and guilt, 
and becomes acceptable unto God. (Eph i. 6.) 
So that when we are ſaid to be juſtified by faith, 
we are to underſtand it in an evidential and 
inſtrumental ſenſe, as already obſerved, faith 
being a living witneſs in the ſoul of his juſti- 
fication, and the inſtrument of the ſoul by 
which he lays hold of and enjoys the bene- 
fits of a jultißec one; (Rom. v. 12.) There- 
fore, being juſtified by faith, we have peace 
with God, Obſerve, Sir, it is not ſaid we 
make peace with God, but we have it, that 
is, in the enjoyment of it, through. our Lord 
Yeſus Chriſt, by whom a 7 we have acceſs 
by faith into this grace wherein we ſtand, 
and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. (Rom. 
xv. Iz.) But how it is poſſible for any 
one to be thus juſtified in their own con- 
ſciences, and enjoy the benefits of juſti- 
fication, who have only believed there is a 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and have not fled to, and 
laid hold of him in the ſenſe of the word, 
is to me inexplicable; whereas I can eaſi- 
14 ly account for our Lord's making a be- 
we lieving on him, and coming to him, ſynoni- 
Wl mous, 
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mous, inſeparable, and ſaving acts of the ſoul, 
1 bummer conſidered, (John vi. 35.) be- 
2 cauſe, as no one can come to Chriſt in the de- 
SF fire of their ſoul after him, and ſalvation by 


_ without faith and believing; ſo no one can 
have true faith in Chriſt without coming to 
him: whereas thouſands have a bare literal faith 


4 in Chriſt, who do not thus come unto him, 


but are left to periſh in their inceſſant hun- 


Igrings and thirſtings after carnal things. 


I ſhall here take the opportunity of noting 
Mr. Ps ſimile, p. 34. which ſimile, tho” 
it is not ſtated according to the tenor of the 
Joint in diſpute, yet has that in it which 
amounts to the ſame thing under conſidera- 
tion: he ſuppoſeth © two perſons to be under 


5 c the ſame diſeaſe, and that both of them are 
told of the fame free remedy; that one of 
| them believing the relation applies, &c. whilſt 
the other who believeth not is left in danger 


of periſhing under his diſeaſe.“ Now tho 
M. Pp ſhould. have ſuppoſed them both to 
have believed the ſaid report, and that the 
latter, tho' believing, did not apply, and 


therefore received no benefit; yet let us ob- 
ſerve, that even the faith of * who is ſup- 


poſed to believe was not ſufficient to his cure, 


without applying to the remedy which had 


been reported to him, and in which he be- 
klieved, for ſays Mr. P=— he accordingly ap- 


| Neben To the ſame purpoſe, (p. 71.) ſpeak- 


ing of the invitation and promiſe of our Lord 


to the weary and heavy laden finner, Mr. 
f © obſerves, that the foul being excited 


« with 
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« with this divine and free love of Chriſt he e C 
© comes and finds reſt.” Obferve Sir, he is 
acknowledged to come as well as believe, and 
ſo finds reſt. So that tho' the report of an ef- 
fectual and free remedy, and our Lord's invi- 
tation and promiſe to the heavy laden ſinner is 
the firſt ground of his hope and comfort, yet 
it is ſo in a remote and ineffectual ſenſe, for 
in fact it is his application to this remedy, in 
= conſequence of believing the truth of the re- 
"IF port, that is the more direct and immediate 
means of cure, or of bringing peace and com- 
»w fort to his awakened and afflicted conſcience, 
1.4 And yet as I have already obſerved, the hope, 
| comfort and joy of the believer doth not ariſe 
I. from any of the before- mentioned acts of the 
1 ſoul upon Chriſt, no not from faith itſelf, by 
U which thoſe acts are produced, but alone from 
12 Chriſt himſelf, the object of his faith, and to 
whom he comes. 3 
110 In p. 49. Mr. P—— bath a formidable 
1 chain of things by which he would invalidate 
| 1 the act of receiving the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in 
. order (as he calls it) © to juſtification and peace 
| © of conſcience before God,” he thus obſerves, 
* that if the act itſelf be neceſſary it will then 
e follow, that all the qualifications requiſite 
* to the right performing this act muſt be 
c neceſlary alſo, ſuch as humility, repentance, { 
&© ſincerity, thankfulneſs, and love, Sc.“ And. & 
then infers, that © then all theſe things muſt | 
* be brought in as previouſly neceſſary to juſ- 
« tification, &c, and concludes, that © if this 
« 1g 
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e is not mixing ſome works of ours with 
X< Chriſt's righteouſneſs in the matter of our 
8* juſtification, I cannot imagine what is.” 


Now in anſwer to this threatening conclu- 


Fon: I cannot but obſerve in the firſt place 


e remarkable partiality and inconſiſtency of 
r. P—— : it was but juſt now he would 


Sin diſtinguiſh between the act of faith, and 
Hoſe other concomitant acts of the ſoul there 
Pentioned; and would by no means admit of 
Heir being joined together, even tho it is im- 
Poſſible to ſuppoſe them ſeparate ; but now he 
Snnot diſtinguiſh between the act of the ſoul 


receiving, and the frame of the mind at- 


Ending this act; but will have it that thoſe 
Aualifying circumſtances neceſſary to the good- 
"Heſs of the a@, muſt be joined with the act it- 
lf, and be upon an equal foot: great parti- 
Wity and inconſiſtency indeed! to join the cir- 
Emſtantial frame of the mind, with the eſ- 
Intial act of the ſoul at one time, and to ſe- 
rate the joint and eſſential acts of the ſoul 


another; and this without any neceſſity or 


1 opriety ; for by the ſame rule that humility, 


pentance, &c. muſt be joined with the 
of receiving Chriſt, they muſt alſo be joined 


| Fith the act of believing in Chniſt, ſince true 


ith in Chriſt is always attended with humi- 
y, repentance, &c. But tho' an actual re- 


Eption of Chriſt is attended with humility, 
Wc. yet it doth not neceſſarily follow that theſe 


alifying Circumſtances muſt be brought in 


d joined with the act itſelf, in the bene- 


E | — 


— 


— 
— 2 
— 223 
— 
- N — — - —— — - 
. = — — — — — 
— — * — _ * — — - S— 
- 


= — y _ — Ry 
— — 
— — 
— —— 
W * 


— — 


flo 
i 4 
L 
+4 
; 
4 
ry . 
% * : 
„ 14 
18 
5 
* 
«4 
au 
& 
IT > 7 
ou! x 
"74 
| 
4 1 
Iv 
: ny 
R 
l i 
* 
U 
i 
iT 
s 
n 
| 
4; 4 
4 
* 
b 
7 
1 
5 
\ 
77 
+4 
p . 
» 
41 
I'M 
\ . 
TY 
{41 
+ $4 
: . 
"IH A 
: 
i 
* 
3 p 
4 
* — 
o 
tis! 1 
' 
191 * 
"YU 
7 
\*, of 
14115 
* 
4 
Ti 4 
WIPE; 
» . 
4 
a 
:, : 
i” * 
hs 
4 j 
= 
ba * 
- 
1 - 
4 
M4 
Fi * 
Ka 
14 
+ 
12 Y 
4 
4. 
: 
: 
$4 
ww 19 
4 
! 
„ 7 
41 
+ 
* 

c 
120 
11 

. 
3-7 \ 
4 
q : 
: 10 
„ 
i * 
: 
4} 
41H 
. 
l 1 
* 
1 
1. 
4 
+4 


— - 


fit the act is of to the receiving ſoul; any more | 
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than the ſuitable frame of mind in which a hi 
perſon receives his friend's bounty, or a con- an 
demned rebel his king's pardon, is to be an 
joined with the benefit of the act itſelf; fince ca 
it is the act of receiving that is the direct w] 
means of good, let the frame of mind be As 
how it will; and yet, as a ſuitable frame of tur 
mind becomes every receiver in things tem- po! 
poral, much more in things ſpiritual and di- inf 
vine: fo that to plead for a receiving of the 


Chriſt is no way repugnant to the Goſpel, and 
and a free ſalvation by him, even tho humi- por 


« gift of righteonſneſs be treated as an op- I belie 
« poſition to the Goſpel, any more than a unde 
ce beggar's receiving an alms be eſteemed an his! 
* affront to the generoſity of the giver ?"F Chri 
Now, tho” this ſimile is exceeding plain, andi him, 
well adapted to the purpoſe, yet Mr. P — yet h 
is pleaſed to call it “ a ſpecimen, ſhewing f nor | 
«© how the Goſpel may be effectually per Vatior 
ce yerted and overturned, under the cleareſ God, 
te profeſſion and expreſſions of the freeneſ ceivin 
* of divine grace!“ and ſays, It is the very affect 
äſame ſnare that Mr, Sn aims to diſcove i notwi 
cc and 


Na #K 
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and expoſe. Accordingly Mr. P ſets 
himſelf to work to raiſe a battery againſt it, 
and employs his beſt artillery in order to level 
and beat the ſame down; which is what I 
call his formidable chain of things, and to 
& BY which I would now give a more direct anſwer. 
As a receiving of the Lord Jeſus is Scrip- 
XZ ture-language, ſo we ſhall find it effectual in 
pointing out, and giving us to diſcern, an - 
i- infinite difference between a bare believing 
the Goſpel-report concerning the Lord Jeſus, 
and a receiving of him according to that re- 
port, by an act of the will and affection, cor- 
Idially embracing of, and having all our de- 
pendance upon him, for life and ſalvation; 
and by which act, the truth and divine nature 
of faith is evidenc'd in, and to the ſoul, and the 
ſoul favoured with the benefit of both. John i. 
12. But as many as received him, to them 
gave be power to become the ſons of God: 
and tho' this receiving is explained by that of 
J believing on Chriſt's name, yet are we not to 
T underſtand it of a bare crediting the truth of 
his Meſſiahſhip; for in this ſenſe many of 
»3F Chriſt's own, z. e. the Jews, did thus receive 
him, (John xviii. 33, and other places) and 
vet had not received him into their affections, 
nor had any dependance upon him for ſal- 
vation; neither did they enjoy ſonſhip with 
God, being not born again, Sc. So that re- 
nel ceiving of Chriſt by an act of the will and 
vers attection, &c. ſtands under a divine propriety, 
ove notwithſtanding all the improprieties b 
an | | 1 E 2 which 
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which Mr. P—— endeavours to invalidate * 
the fame; and which improprieties ariſe Þ 


from, and are grounded upon, a much 


greater evil lying at the bottom of all; 
and that is, his fond miſtake about faith, in 
ſuppoſing our juſtification before God to bo 
thereby, as has been already conſidered. Upon 
this account he is jealous of, and oppoſes 


every thing elſe that is mentioned in the 
buſineſs of ſalvation : whereas neither faith 3 
and believing, looking and coming, nor a re- 


ceiving of Chriſt in the moſt humble, peni- | 


tential, and affectionate manner poſſible, has 


any ſhare in our juſtification before God, any 


more than divine love and charity, which the 1 


apoſtle inſiſts upon as neceſſary to the being 4 


of a Chriſtian, 1 Cor. xii. 1, 2, 3. How- 7 
ever, notwithſtanding the extraordinary pains 7? 


Mr. P has been at, in objecting againſt *? 
and oppoſing: of every thing that is thought 
neceſſary to be joined with faith, either as 
the genuine fruit of it, and evidence of its 
divine nature, or as jointly neceſſary in the 3 
buſineſs of ſalvation, inſtrumentally conſi- 
dered, if we attend to his own ſentiments con- 
cerning the act of believing, we ſhall find him 
to have ſhot himſelf with his own bow; ſince 
he will not allow even that faith which he 
himſelf is pleading for to be valid and good, 
ſhort of certain concomitants. In his pre- 
face, (p. 3.) ſpeaking of the freeneſs of Goſ- 
pel- grace, he expreſſes himſelf very empha- 

1 f tically, 1 


"4 
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tically, thus: Yea, and I muſt look upon 
« the welcome reception of this grace, to- 
te gether with the holy fruits thereof, to be. 
ce the true and proper proof of genuine 
« chriſtianity in heart and life.” Here, Sir, 
is not only a receiving allow'd of, the very 


Z phraſe he but juſt now objected againſt, but 
a welcome receiving, which is a qualifying 
term, and amounts in the ſenſe thereof to 
the ſame thing againſt which he levels 


all his artillery ; for he might as well have 
ſaid a humble reception, &c. Nor is this all, 


4 but there muſt be eertain holy fruits attend- 
ing this welcome reception, hereby ſuggeſt- 
ing, that he doth not allow of any faith in 
the Goſpel- report, or the moſt welcome re- 
ception of the Goſpel-report to be valid, or 
a ſufficient proof of genuine chriſtianity, ſhort 


of that faith and reception whach is attended 


with holy fruits: and this he confirms in p. 


8, where he tells us, that © if a perſon doth 


„ not bring forth the proper fruits of faith, 


e b he is a ſtranger to the grace of Chriſt, and 


« jg none of his.” And what is all this leſs 
or more than what is pleaded for by all his 
opponents? Again, in p. 7. he joins faith and 
its effects together, as the ground of perſua- 
ſion of perſonal intereſt in Chriſt ; not faith 
alone, but faith and its effects, hereby putting 
the effects of faith upon a level with faith it- 
ſelf. Alſo, in p. 30, he makes uſe of the 
qualifying terms. properly underſtood, and 
** cordially believed.” So then, according 

to 
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to his above criticiſm, the propriety of know< 


ledge, and the cordialneſs of faith, muſt be 
of equal account with the knowledge and 


believing themſelves. And in p. 47, he tells 4 


us, that a man who believes that Jeſus is 
te the Chriſt, may ſafely cenclude he is born 


« again, if he be conſcious that his faith is 
te productive of love to Gd and his people 


te if it overcomes the world, and induces 


* him to obey the divine commands.“ But 2 


what if theſe things ſhould -be wanting ? as 
Mr. P- 
may: and indeed, it is certain they are want- 


ing in many who believe the Goſpel report. , 
Will it not then follow, that as a fruitleſs 


faith is no evidence of regeneration, ſo Mr. 


P 7s notion of the ſufficiency of a bare 
belief is thrown to the ground, and that by 2 


his own hands? 


But that which I principally intend by the 1 
above quotations, is to ſhew, that as they 4 


evidently contain the ſame things in the ſenſe 


thereof, with thoſe againſt which Mr, P—— * 
has raiſed ſuch a formidable chain of things; 
that he has hereby ſhot himſelf with his own 
bow, in that, through the prejudice of a a 
miſguided judgment, he at one time ſo 
warmly objects againſt thoſe very things, 
which at other times he is ſo particular and 


explicit in aſſerting. Nor is this all; but 
as Mr. P 


— 


in the propoſition ſuggeſts they 1 


has ſo evidently joined the fruits 
and effects of faith with faith itſelf, and re- 


preſents them to be equally neceſſary in the 
55 3 buſineſs 
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buſineſs of grace and ſalvation; I wonder 
with what propriety he can be ſo liberal in 


f aſſerting as he doth, (p. 48, and other places, 


that if we conſider any of the effects of 
« faith, as appearing in love and obedience 


to be included in (what he calls) juſtifying 


« faith, we overturn the Goſpel.” Strange 


indeed, Sir, that thoſe very things which he 
allows to be the true and proper proof of 


genuine chriſtianity in heart and life, ſhould 


de thought to overturn the Goſpel! And 
# equally as ſtrange, that thoſe proviſo's which 
he makes the very teſt of his juſtifying faith, 
are not to be conſidered as included in this 
faith; and yet juſt before he could not diſtin- 


guiſn between the act of receiving, and the 


þ ſuitable frame of mind attending the a&, 


Thus Mr. P 


is evidently guilty of a double 
inconſiſtency ; firſt, in regard to the truth of 


. things; and, ſecond, with himſelf: and theſe 


are circumſtances which he is frequently 
chargeable with through his whole perform- 
ance: nor 1s it poſſible for him to be other- 
wiſe, upon his plan of things: for if a bare 
belief of the Goſpel- report be juſtifying faith, 
and ſufficient to ſalvation, what has Mr. 
P to do with the fruits and effects 
thereof? ſince if theſe are brought in and 


join'd with the belief itſelf, it will then 


ceaſe to be a bare belief; but if theſe muſt 
be brought in as a proof of the validity and 
goodneſs of faith, how can he diſtinguiſh 
between that which makes a good faith, and, 

that 
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that which makes a juſtifying faith, ſince it can- 
not be juſtifying, unleſs it be good? And in- 
deed, the joining the fruits and effects of faith 
with faith itſelf, doth not in the leaſt depre- 


ciate from, but confirms and eſtabliſhes its 


excellent nature, and that too in the buſineſs 


of juſtification, ſo far as faith and its effects 


are concerned therein; which is not as the 
matter and cauſe of juſtification, but only as 


the evidence and means thereof. Thus Abra- 
ham is ſaid to be juſtified both by works and 


faith, James ii. 22. Seeſt thou (ſaith the 
apoſtle) how faith wrought with his works, 
and by works was faith made perfect? and 
his faith being thus evidenced by works, it 
was imputed unto him for righteouſneſs : v. 3. 


that is, did not ſtand in the room of the 


righteouſneſs of Chriſt, or was the matter 
and cauſe of his juſtificacion, but was a per- 
ſonal and viſible evidence that he was a righ- 


teous man, both inherently, by a principle of 4 


divine grace, by which alone he both believ d 
and work d, and imputatively, by the righ- 
teouſneſs of Iſaac's antitype. 
To the above inconſiſtencies, I cannot paſs 
by what we have in p. 62, where Mr. P 


» 


ſpeaking of the relapſed Chriſtians, whoſe 


conſciences, through the prevalency of temp- 
tation, unbelief, or corruption, are afreſh 
loaded with guilt, their evidences diſappear, 
or are clouded, Sc. he obſerves, ** that no- 
* thing will or can truly or effectually relieve 


them, but a freſh view of the blood of 
&« Chriſt, 
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F< Chriſt, as freely flowing to ſinners, &c.” 
Very true; this alone is the ground and foun- 
ation of a recovering faith. But then, to 
Nompleat the relapſed Chriſtian's recovery, 
ir. P adds, that there muſt be an evi- 
Nence of his perſonal intereſt in this blood of 
hriſt, and that this © ariſes from an obedi- 
© ence of faith, and thoſe other exerciſes of 
heart, which evidence themſelves to the 
2X conſcience.” Thus the fruits and effects 
faith conſiſting in the exerciſe or actings 
the heart, together with obedience, &c. 
"He again brought in, and by himſelf made 
Pintly neceſſary with faith, in perfecting the 
Fcovery of the relapſed Chriſtian, that is, 
2D juſtifying to his own conſcience, and to 
*Whers, that he is a child of God and heir of 
Wory, through Chriſt, notwithſtanding his 
lapſe, &:.—and this is all the juſtification 
Wat faith and its effects is capable of. But that 
Which moſt of all ſurpriſes me in this quota- 
nis, that a Calviniſt's pen ſhould drop ſo 
Freat a blot as to ſpeak of conditional pro- 
Wiſes made even to the fruits and effects of 
Sith, for, faith Mr. P-—, to which the 
conditional promiſes are made.” This is 
very flagrant miſtake indeed; nor is this 
I, but the Holy Spirit is brought in, to ſet 
is ſeal to theſe conditional promiſes. In 
ke manner, in p. 74, ſpeaking of faith and 
Wclicving, as evidencing itſelf to the con- 
tence, he adds, And to confirm this wit- 
neſs of our own ſpirits, we may be ſure 
: * that 
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te that the Divine * will not be behind- 
& hand in joining his teſtimony as we pro- 
tt ceed, loving and obeying the Goſpel we 
<« believe.” —Here, Sir, pleaſe to obſerve, 


that the Goſpel is allowed to be the object of 


love and obedience, as well: as cf faith and 
believing, and is repreſented to be ſo as 
equally neceffary : this is a circumſtance that 
evidently runs counter to the ſufficiency of a 
bare belief, and claſhes with what he obſerves 
in p. 45, that “for his opponent's inſiſting 
“ upon it that approbation, and cordial love 
te of the Goſpel-truth believed; is included 
e in juſtifying faith, is the ſame as to ſay 
ce flatly that we are juſtified by love;“ 
when he himſelf has ſo manifeſtly joined all 


together. Nor is this all, but the witneſſings 


of the Spirit are made ſubſervient to, and de- 
pendent upon, this love and obedience; and 
the loving and obedient are ſuppoſed to have 
a witneſs in themſelves, independent of, and 
prior to, the teſtimony of the Spirit. Theſe 
things being joined with conditional promiſes, 


amount to full as much, and more, than that 


of joining the fruits and effects of faith with 
faith itſelf, even in Mr. P 's own notion 


thereof: Alſo I cannot but obſerve what little 


cauſe Mr, P had to reflect upon his op- 


' ponent, and ſuppoſe him to be criminal, for 


bringing in, and, as he calls it, modeſtly 
<< bringing in, the Divine Spirit, as the agent 
« by which a ſoul evangelically receives the 
Lord Jeſus; p. 44, 49. when he himſelf 

EL 15 
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is ſo expreſs in bringing in the/ Divine Spirit, 
as bearing witneſs to the fruits and effects 
of faith, as the conditions of the promiſes, 
That the Divine Spirit is the agent and ſole 
efficient cauſe of an evangelical receiving of 
Chriſt, and of all the bleſſed fruits and ef- 
fects of ſuch a receiving, is a truth which 
every Calviniſt would bluth to deny ; whilſt, 
at the ſame time, the miſapplication of the 
Spirit's agency 1s not to. be laid to the Spirit's 
charge ; and yet this is ſuch a piece of Armi- 
nian modeſty, that Mr. P——, with all his 
new light and attempts to the contrary, is 
moſt egregiouſly guilty of, when he repre- 
ſents the fruits and effects, or even faith it- 
ſelf, to be the condition of the promiſes of 
God, Cc. and in reſtraining the witneſs of 
the Spirit to a progreſſion in theſe things. 
Thus the very title of his performance 1s in 
a manner annihilated, and free grace indeed | 
is indeed become conditional, This is ſuch 
an overſight, that charity itſelf cannot ac- 
count for, or put a better conſtruction upon, 
than by adopting the compliment he pays his 
opponent, p. 45, where he thus ſays, © Our 
* author has only forgot himielf a lutle here, 
in ſpeaking out fo plainly.” 

And as Mr, P—-— has evidently failed in 
his attempts to juſtify the ſufficiency of a bare 
belief of the Goſpel- report; and in keeping 
faith ſeparate .and diſtinct from its genuine 
fruits and effects in the buſineſs of ſalvation, 
he will likewiſe be found ta fail in his at- 
F a tempts 
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tempts to invalidate the neceſſity of Goſpel- 
experiences, as evidences of perſonal intereſt 
in the Lord Jeſus ; for tho in p. 6. he tells 
us, that he is not againſt theſe things; yet 
in many other places he is very liberal in op- 
poſing of, and arguing againſt them. The 
following remarks are but a ſpecimen of 
theſe inconſiſtencies : In his ſecond letter to 
his Friend he gives an account of his Friend's 
profeſſion of faith, p. 18 of which he ap- 
proves; he draws up the following ſummary 


improvement of the ſame: If the view of 


« the divine righteouſneſs revealed in the 
5 Goſpel is ſufficient, and made effectual by 


© the Spirit to ſupport the hope, and ſo to 


te inflame the love, and ſo to produce experi- 
mental and indubitable effects: What occa- 
C fon for any thing elſe in experience and 
&« practice, to prove a ſpecial intereſt in Chriſt, 
& beſides the hope, and love, and obedience, 
& &c.?” (p. 19. Now tho' this ſummary of 


things is deſigned to ſet aſide the neceſſity of 
ſuch a divine evidence of perſonal and ſpe- 


cial intereſt in the Lord Jeſus, as Mr, P 8 
Friend in particular, and Calviniſts in general 
plead for; yet it evidently contains all that 
can be wiſhed for and deſired in their be- 
half; for as no view of the divine righteouſ- 
neſs can ſatisfy a judicious mind ſhort of ſuch 
an one as is here mentioned; ſo let hut the 
ſoul be indulged with ſuch a view of his 
Lord as ſhall be ſufficient and effectual to ſup- 
port his hope, and ſo to inflame his love, and 


{0 
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ſo to produce experimental and indubitable 
effects, effects every way ſuitable to the dig- 
nity of the divine righteouſneſs; this will 
be an undoubted ſatisfaction to him of his 
ſpecial intereſt in his Lord, and a ſuffi- 
cient anſwer to Mr. P s queſtion, What 
occaſion for any thing elſe in experience and 


practice to prove the fame? This alone is 


indeed ſufficient ; but then let it be obſerved 


that theſe things muſt be known, felt and 


experienced, in order to anſwer this end; 
and this Mr. P himſelf allows, yea, and 
adds practical obedience thereto, which is 
carrying things much beyond what any Cal- 
viniſt would do; for they never reflect upon 
their obedience as any evidence of their in- 
tereſt, &c. the ſame experimental and prac- 
tical evidence as above Mr. P ſpeaks of, 
in p. 62, where he repreſents the knowledge 
of, love and obedience to Chriſt, to be 
the genuine characteriſtick of true believers, 
and a perſonal evidence of ſpecial intereſt in 
the promiſes of God; and adds, And what 
* more they want to have declared to them 
*« for their confirmation and conſolation I can- 
* not imagine, unleſs it be to have comfort ad- 
©* miniſtred to them, when the evidences and 
e genuine effects of the Goſpel do not appear 
** upon them, or in them.” And lower down 
in the ſame page he acknowledges it © to be a 
«« queſtion of very great conſequence to our 
e peace and comfort, how a perſon ſhall be 
© aſcertain'd as to his intereſt in the — 
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*« of the covenant, and the eternal ſafety of 
5 his precious ſoul?” And tells us, that the 
« Scriptures give us this direct anſwer, by be- 


* lieving and obeying the Goſpel.” And in 


p. 66, he ſeems alittle angry, when ſpeak- 
ing of ſome perſons whom he ſuppoſes to 
want an aſſurance of their intereſt and ſafety, 
without a conſtant, immediate, abſolute de- 
pendance upon God in Chriſt, for all they 
want and expect; and ſo truſting, loving, 
and obeying him accordingly, he bids them 
get it where they can; for (ſays he) the 
* word of God doth not give it you.“ And 
p. 77, he calls it a preſumptuous hope in 
thoſe who are confident of - their intereſt; 


without ſufficient evidence for it.” Thus 
Mr. P— moſt evidently claſhes with him- 


ſelf, in that, whilſt his deſign is to invalidate 
Goſpel-experience, as a perſonal evidence 


of ſpecial intereſt in the Lord Jeſus, he 
confirms its great uſefulneſs therein in the moſt . 


expreſs manner; and indeed, as there are 
times and ſeaſons when the believer is in- 
dulged with ſuch a clear view of the divine 
righteouſneſs, and enjoyment of the. divine 


favour, as to admit of no room, ſo much as 


to think whether he is intereſted in the ſame; 
ſo there are times and ſeaſons when the ſame 
believer may be under a ſuſpenſion of this 


divine enjoyment, clouds and darkneſs may 


attend him with regard to a comfortable view 
of his intereſt in his Lord; yea, he may be 


ready even to queſtion his intereſt, Sc. And 
Je | then 
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then is the time for reflex acts of the foul 


to take place, in looking backward and for- 


ward, on the right-hand and on the left, to 
find the Lord. Then a remembrance of the 
hill-mizar, &c. may be of ſpecial uſe, and 
then is the time for the ſoul to call to remem- 
brance, and fetch in all the paſt inſtances of 
experienced goodneſs he poſſibly can, as ſo 
many auxiliaries, to affiſt in reviewing the hope 
of the ſoul in regard to its intereſt in the di- 
vine favour, and comfortable enjoyment of 
the ſame. © In this manner (ſays Mr. P——) 
« a Believer makes uſe of his experience, 
t Fc.“ p. 73. And in p. 35, he obſerves, 
that among the various methods which the 
« Spirit may uſe to recover a backſlider, (or 
* one under cloudy circumſtances) an eminent 
e one is, to bring to remembrance paſt ex- 
ce periences of the efficacy of the Goſpel.” 
His after-remark, © Not that his comfort may 
© ariſe from thoſe experiences, &c.” is no- 
thing to the purpoſe “; ſince if a remem- 
brance of paſt experiences be one of the 
Spirit's means by which a foul is recovered 
to a ſenſible enjoyment of the divine favour, 
Sc. it is then a means to be approved of, 
and pleaded for; and there is no danger but 


that 


* Tho' in p. 60 he manifeſtly contradicts this, where 
he ſays, that ©* every degree of our hope directly and ab. 
& ſolutely depends upon what we know of Chriſt, as re- 
cc yealed in the word.” Now whether Mr. P here 
intends the knowledge of judgment or of experience, he 
evidently makes this knowledge, and not Chrilt, its object, 
the ground of hope, Oc. 
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that the recovered ſoul will make the divine Ar 
flavour the ſole matter and ground of his joy, - len 
as I ſhall hereafter make appear.— And it is Ip. 
worthy to be obſerved, that under all the 
above Jack and uncomfortable ſtate of the 
ſoul, and its great concern to have the ſame 
removed, even then, at that very time, the 
faith and judgment of the foul is ſtill fix'd 
and immoveable, with regard to the veracity 
and all-ſufficiency of the divine righteouſ- 
neſs; ſo that the ſoul is not looking after 
any thing as an addition to that, in order to 
make it more efficacious in the buſineſs of juſti- 
fication, &c. But what at ſuch a time the ſoul 
wants, is a renewed ſenſe of its perſonal in- 
tereſt in this divine righteouſneſs, and a com- 
fortable enjoyment of the ſame; ſaying with 
the Pſalmiſt, Lord, lift thou up the hight of 
thy countenance upon me, and reſtore unto me 
the joys of thy ſalvation; that I may expe- 
rimentally ſee thy power and glory, ſo as 1 
have ſeen thee in thy ſanctuary. (Pal. iv. 6. 
Ii. 12. Ixiii. 2.) And it is not a little to our 
purpoſe to obſerve what a happy influence a 
reflecting ſenſe of the divine goodneſs had 
upon the Pſalmiſt's mind; it ſatisfied his foul 
as with marrow and fatneſs, and diſpoſed him 
to praiſe the Lord with joyful lips: When, 
ſays he, I remember thee upon my bed, and 
' meditate upon thee in the night-watches ; and 
then reſolves, that becauſe the Lord had been 
his belp in time paſt, therefore in the ſhadow 
| of his wings he would rejoice. (ver. 5, G7) 
n 
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And here I would take notice of the chal- 
lenge which Mr. P—— gives his Friend in 
p. 4, Where he aſks him, If he dare to de- 
« pend directly upon Chriſt's work alone, 
« without the conſideration of ſomething 
« wrought in him, as a kind of medium to 
« encourage him to truſt in Chriſt,” Now 
tho I know not who this Friend of Mr. 
P——'s is, yet, from the good profeſſion 
which he has made of his faith and experi- 
ence (as already mentioned) I'll venture to 


Banſwer for him in the affirmative, that he 


doth dare, and can with the greateſt propri- 
ety, depend directly and alone upon the righ- 
teouſneſs of the Lord Jeſus, for his juſtifi- 
cation, and acceptance with God, indepen» 
dent and abſolutely free from any conſidera- 
jon of any thing, either wrought in him, 
experienced, or done by him: ſo that th! be 
valk in darkneſs, and hath no light, i. e. no 
omfortable evidence of perſonal intereſt in his 
ord, ariſing from any quarter whatſoever, yet, 
ven then he can truſt in the name of the Lord, 
nd flay himſelf upon his God, (Iſai. I. 10.) 
aying with holy Job, tho" be flay me, in 
ithholding the comfortable evidences of his 
ove from me, yet will I truſt in bin, Job 
xi. 1 5. as well knowing, that if we believe 
ot with an appropriating and ſoul-comforting 
ew of intereſt in the bleſſed Jeſus, yet be 
pbides faithful, and cannot deny himſelf ; 2 Tim, 
i. 13. and as ſuch, the ſoul knows there is 


afety in his Lord, even tho' he may not enjoy 
G the 
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the comfortable evidence of that ſafety : So 
that tho' it is impoſſible for the ſoul, under 
the above cloudy circumſtances, to put forth 
direct acts of aſſuring and ſoul-comforting 
faith upon the Lord Jeſus, yet it is more than 
poſſible even for ſuch a ſoul to put forth di- 
rect acts of relying and depending faith upon 
him; and this is a diſtinction I think not 
to be rejected. 
I would now particularly conſider what 
Mr. P—— calls an inherent principleof grace 
in the heart, previous to, and ſeparate or di- 
ſtinct from, the true knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt; 
and with which he is ſo mightily diſpleaſed, 
and abſolutely denies, p. 3, 60, and other 
places, where he takes great pains to invalidate, 
both as to the principle itſelf, and the neceſ- 
ſity of an experimental ſenſe of the ſame, as 
an evidence of perſonal intereſt in the Lord 
Jeſus. Now if by the knowledge of Chriſt 
Mr. P—— intends a bare literal and hiſto- 
rical knowledge, a knowing him only as 
he is held forth in the word; then indeec 
there is no occaſion to plead for a principle 
of grace in the heart, as previous or neceſ 
fary to ſuch a knowledge ; fince it is certai 
that ſuch a knowledge is poſſible, without 
principle of grace: And it is to be fearec 
that many. have ſuch'a knowledge of Jeſus 
on whom it has no ſaving influence, and wh 
yet truſting to it, will at laſt be fatally de 
ceived by it. But if by the knowledge c 
Chriſt Mr. P—— intends what is general! 
an 
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% and for diſtinction- ſake, called ſaving know- 
ledge, as it has ſaving influences on the ſoul, 
th Nengaging its faith in, deſire after, dependance 
upon, love of, hope from, and divine joy in 
ing uf | JOY 
the Lord Jeſus, as the alone Saviour, &c,— 
I fay, if this be the knowledge Mr. P—— 
y intends, I ſhall then venture to affirm that 
PO" there is ſuch a principle as mentioned above, 
and that ſuch a principle is abſolutely ne- 
ceſlary to this ſaving knowledge of Chriſt 
yea, that the Lord, the Spirit, the great 
Agent of all internal and ſoul-ſaving grace, 
does begin and carry on a ſaving work of 
grace in the ſoul, previous to, and ſeparate 
from, ſuch a knowledge of Jeſus. This is 
evidently the caſe in the great work of ſaving 
conviction, which is nothing leſs than a di- 
vine principle of life-giving grace in the ſoul, 
whereby the dead, inſenſible, and uncon- 
cerned ſoul, is quickened, and brought to a 
feeling ſenſe of his fin and miſery, and filled 
with the utmoſt concern on account of the 
fame, and made to cry out as in the greateſt 
diſtreſs, and as having no comforting view of 
a Saviour: What ſhall I do to be faved ? And 
as this is the beginning of a good work on 
the ſoul, ſo it 1s ſometimes carrying on a 
great while before the ſoul is indulged with 
a believing and comforting view of the Lord 
Jeſus: for though ſuch an one hath often 
read and heard of the Lord Jeſus, and be- 
lieved the ſame to be true, and much might 
be ſaid to him, to encourage his faith and 
G 2 hope 
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hope in him; yet the ſenſe he has of his ſin 
and miſery is ſo great, that it keeps the Lord 
Jeſus at a diſtance from him, and, as it were, 
out of his ſight; ſo that the ſoul under theſe 
circumſtances is ſo far from having a ſaving, 
comfortable view and knowledge of the Lord 
Jeſus, that it is to him as tho there was no 
Jeſus: and yet ſuch a convinced ſoul muſt 
be allowed to be under a work of grace, and 
in the way of falvation; and whatever 
might be the means by which the above con- 
viction is wrought in the ſoul, the Lord, the 
Spirit, is the alone Agent, and it muſt be 
called a principle of grace.—And as there is 
ſuch a principle of grace in the heart, pre- 
vious to, and ſeparate from, a ſaving know- 
ledge of the Lord Jeſus, ſo this principle is 
abſolutely neceſſary in order to this ſaving 
knowledge of him ; for without this principle 
of grace, the ſoul is ſpiritually blind and 
dead, and can ſee no need of a Lord Jeſus, 
nor any excellency in him, wherefore they 
ſhould defire him. So that how full ſoever 
the Goſpel-revelation is of the Lord Jeſus, and 
however clear and explicit in its glorious doc- 
trines of grace, however well adapted in all its 
endearing invitations, and encouraging 1n all 
its precious promiſes, yet it is not, nor can 
be, the efficient cauſe of ſaving knowledge 
and faith in the Lord Jeſus, but only the 
means thereof, as in the hands, and under 
the agency, of the Divine Spirit: For as it 
is this previous principle of grace alone that 
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in can make a ſoul ſenſible and ſick of ſin, ſo 
d it is this alone that can diſpoſe and give the 
e, ſoul power to apply to the Phyſician for a cure; 


ſe it is being taught of God by his Divine 
g. Spirit, that gives the ſoul a ſaving knowledge 


rd of Chriſt, and power to come to him; nor 
no can any one come to the Son, except the Fa- 
aſt ther draw him: So that the queſtion is not 
nd whether a perſon dare to come to, and rely 
er alone upon, the Lord Jeſus, without a pre- 
n- vious principle of divine grace, &c. but whe- 


he ther he can do it both in reſpe& of will-and 
be power, and alſo in reſpect of hope in ſo do- 
> 18 ing, without ſuch a principle; ſince both 


re- power to do, and hope in ſo doing, cometh 
w- alone from the Lord. 

is Theſe things might be abundantly enlarg'd 
ing upon and confirm'd by many ſacred texts; 
ple but as what I have obſerved is delivered in 


nd © Scripture-language, this may ſuffice : And as 
ſus, Mr. P— very frequently ſpeaks after the ſame 
hey manner, and tells us, that © it is the Spirit's 
ver work to lead a ſoul to the freeneſs of the 
and Y Goſpel-grace,” (p. 76.) I need ſay no more 
oc- | upon this head, but only remark, that by 
| its whatſoever a perſon is led to the knowledge 
wall of an object, that which leads is the agent, 
can | and this leading muſt be previous to the 
doe 8 knowledge itſelf : This might be exemplified 
the | by a variety of circumſtances, but none more 
der to the purpoſe than that of our Lord's opening 
s it the eyes of the blind; the operation preceded 
that Y the fight: Thus the Lord puts his hand into 
can 2 a ſinner's 
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a ſinner's heart before the ſinner can move 
towards him. I therefore now proceed to 
conſider the neceſſity of the ſoul's perſonal 
knowledge of this principle of grace in his 
heart, and its genuine effects on the mind, as 
a perſonal evidence of ſpecial intereſt in the 
Lord Jeſus : For tho' the revelation of Jeſus 
Chriſt, as an all-ſufticient and free Saviour, 
made known to ſinners as ſuch, is the only 
ground of an objective hope, and is ſufficient 
both to warrant and encourage an awakened 
ſinner's truſt in him, and hope of falvation 


by him; yet, as an evidence and proof of a 


perſonal and ſpecial intereſt in this Lord Jeſus, 
and in order to enjoy the comfort of ſuch an 
intereſt, the ſoul muſt be conſcious of ſome 
diſtinguiſhing principle of divine implanted 
grace, whereby he is made to differ from 
thoſe who are dead in ſin, as he himſelf 
once was: And this I call a ſubjective hope, 
being a reaſon in the foul for the hope he 
has above unregenerate ſinners, and which 
himſelf was deſtitute of whilſt in his un- 
converted ſtate; and is nothing leſs than 
Chriſt in the ſoul by his Spirit, and grace, 
the hope of glory ; and that in conſequence 
of the eyes of the underſtanding being en- 
lightened, Cc. And theſe things are con- 
firmed by Mr. P—-—, when he ſays, that 
*« the joy (which is the effect of a good hope) 
e of Believers, ariſes from a perſuaſion of 
de their perſonal intereſt in the great bleſſings 
“of the covenant, by a perſonal —_—_— 
- cc 0 
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ce of the work of grace on their ſouls:“ And 
adds, and the genuine fruits of ſuch a 
« work ;” and brings in Mr. S—n as being 
of the ſame mind; who ſays, that © the aſ- 
ce ſurance of hope ariſes from experience in 
te the hearts of them that love God, and 
* keep his commandments ;” p. 54, And 
inp. 56, Mr. P. allows that © Believers may 
e conclude their ſpiritual relation to God 


„ from the operation of his grace upon their 


* ſouls:” And indeed, ſhort of theſe things, 
there could be no difference between the con- 
verted and the unconverted finner, with re- 
gard to their perſonal hope, Sc. and as ſuch, 
the free and diſtinguiſhing grace of God be- 
ſtowed upon the converted ſoul, would, in 
this reſpect, loſe its great uſefulneſs: And 
as it is Arminianiſm in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, to 
ſuppoſe that a perſon might obtain a ſaving 
knowledge of the Lord Jeſus, faith and hope 
in him, without a principle of implanted 
grace; ſo it ſounds very odd from a.Calyi- 
niſt's pen, to ſuggeſt that a conſciouſneſs of 
having received ſuch a principle, will en- 
danger a perſon's depending thereupon, and 
drawing all his hope and joy from the ſame, 
to the rejecting of or lighting the Lord je- 
ſus, &c. See p. 20, 21; in the latter of which 
Mr. P—— ſays, It is very certain that a 
* profeſlor may be as proud and ſelf. confi- 
& dent, and take as much delight in the con- 
e templation of a diſtin& principle of grace 


in his heart, as any Phariſee that ever 


<« lived: 


% 
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c lived: Upon this thought he may admire, 
« and, I was going to ſay, almoſt adore 
« himſelf becauſe thereof.” Now ſuppoſing 
this to have been Mr. P 's remarkable 
experience and conduct, as in his contraſt he 
gives us to underſtand it was, p. 79, 80. 
it doth not from thence follow that it ſhould 
be ſo with others, or that the doctrine of 
implanted grace muſt be rejected, becauſe 
miſimprov'd by ſome: For what doctrine is 
not liable to be abuſed? However, I cannot 
but obſerve, that in theſe remarkable words, 
and alſo in the above paragraph, Mr. P 
not only runs counter to what he but juſt now 
acknowledged, © that Believers may conclude 
« their ſpiritual relation to God, from the 
« operation of his grace upon their ſouls, 
« &c.” but in both theſe paragraphs he miſ- 
leads his readers, in turning them from the 
view of a true Believer, one in the poſſeſſion 
of a real- principle of grace, to that of a 
mere Profeflor, or one who of all men is 
in the greateſt danger of being proud and 
ſelf-confident ; whereas the true Believer, be- 
ing under the influence of divine grace, will 
not, nor can he indulge any thing of this na- 
ture; Tl! venture to ſay it is impoſſible; for 
ſuch is the nature of implanted grace, that as it 
comes from the Divine Father, thro' the Di- 
vine Son, under the agency of the Divine Spi- 
rit, it naturally, and therefore of neceſſity, at- 


tracts and engages the faith, hope and joy of 
| the 
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the ſoul, to centre in theſe Divine Perſons 
alone: And it is by this implanted principle 
of grace, that each perſon in the Bleſſed 
Trinity ſecures to himſelf his perſonal eſteem 
and honour in and from the ſoul, as they 
are reſpectively engaged in the ſoul's ſal- 
vation: And by how much the more Believers 
are conſcious of having received ſuch a prin- 
ciple, by ſo much the more will they be diſ- 
poſed to admiration and wonder, thankſgivin 
and praiſe; ſaying with Judas (not Iſcariot) How 
7s it, Lord, that thou wilt (and doth) mani- 
feſt thyſelf unto us, and not unto the world? 
John xiv. 22. and with the apoſtles, Bleſſed 
be the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings 
in begvenly places in Chriſt, Epheſ. i. 3. So 
that tho” the ſoul cannot but rejoice in the 
divine beſtowment, as it is the fruit of di- 
vine love, and a ſure evidence of his perſonal 
intereſt in the Lord Jeſus; yet neither the 
principle itſelf, nor the ſoul's conſciouſneſs 
of having received it, has the leaſt tendency 
to lead him from the Lord, but are both ſub- 
ſervient to, and the only principle that can 
diſpoſe him to rejoice in the Lord alone, 
having no confidence in the fleſh. 

Theſe things thus conſidered, furniſh 
us with an anſwer to the queſtion Mr. 
P—— puts to his Friend, and with which 
he ſeems to triumph over him, p. 18, 19. 
where he aſks him, that © if he can 
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draw nigh to God with a humble and fi- 
ee ducial confidence, eyeing the everlaſting 


* righteouſneſs and compleat atonement of 
ce the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the ſole ground 
© of his hope, even when this principle 
« js utterly out of ſight ; then what occa- 
e ſion for laying ſo great ſtreſs upon the 
* doctrine and conſciouſneſs of a diſtin pre- 
* yious principle; fince a view of the com- 


e yleat work of Chriſt is own'd ſufficient to 


* ſupport this humble confidence, when 
* every other encouragement is out of ſight?” 
Now, Sir, the anſwer to this ſuppoſed un- 
anſwerable queſtion is ready; firſt, it is need- 
ful that we might diſtinguiſh between juſti- 
fication and ſanctification, between a righ- 
teouſneſs wrought out for, and imputed to, 
and a righteouſneſs implanted in the foul ; 
and repreſent the latter to be a perſonal evi- 
dence of ſpecial intereſt in the former; alſo 


that we might diſplay the excellency of 


diſtinguiſhing grace, in and upon the ſoul, 
(whereby it is influenced) to honour the 
Redeemer as the object of a divine evangeli- 
cal faith, hope and joy, in oppoſition to that 
which is merely literal and ſuperficial: In a 
word, that we might abide by and maintain 
the glorious doctrine of ſalvation alone by 
grace ; by the grace of the Father in choo- 
ſing, by the grace of the Son in redeeming, 
and by the grace of the Holy Spirit in call- 
ing, renewing and ſanctifying the ſoul, and 
ſo making him meet for glory; for this di- 
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vine doctrine cannot be fully maintained, 
without owning the neceſſity of an implanted 
principle of grace, in the ſenſe above conſi- 
dered: Nor can it be maintained experimen- 
tally, but by a conſciouſneſs of having received 
ſuch a principle. I would alſo obſerve, that Mr, 
P might with as much propriety have ar- 
ued thus; that ſince the atonement and 

righteouſneſs of Chriſt is allowed to be ſuf- 
ficient to juſtify the ſoul before God, and 
give him an acceptance in the divine favour : 
What occaſion is there to plead for regenera- 
tion, and the ſoul's conſciouſneſs of being born 
again? Thecircumſtances are exactly paral- 
lel. And ſuppoſe a man may be ſafe in ven- 
turing his ſalvation with God, thro' the atone- 
ment and righteouſneſs of Chriſt, as un- 
doubtedly he may ; doth it from hence follow 
that he ſhould have no concern for a com- 
fortable ſenſe of his ſafety? But this conſo- 
lation muſt ariſe from a good hope of in- 
tereſt in Chriſt; and this hope muſt be 
evidenc'd by a conſciouſneſs of received 
race, Thus a principle of implanted grace, 
and the ſoul's conſciouſneſs of having re- 
ceived the ſame, appear to be points of 
very great importance, notwithſtanding what 
Mr. P—— fays lower down in this page, 
where he obſerves and thinks his Friend 
will readily allow of it; that © a perſon 
* may begin and proceed in his path to 
«* Heaven ſafely, comfortably, and holily, 
H 2 by 
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* by the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt and him 
* crucified, as a free and perfect Saviour; 
* without ſo much as thinking about any 


te other principle of grace, as previous to or 
& diſtinct from the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt; 


& finding his comfort, ſtrength, &c. flowing 
te into his ſoul thro' that knowledge; and if 
it ſo, what you are pleading ſo earneſtly for, 
te cannot poſſibly be eſteemed a point of any 
great importance.“ Now tho' I might juſtly 
paſs by theſe things as being anticipated 
above, yet ſince Mr. P — thinks they 
are ſo plain as to admit of no doubt, and 
ſo much to the purpoſe as effectually to inva- 
lidate the neceſſity of pleading for an im- 
planted principle of grace, and the ſoul's con- 
ſciouſneſs of the ſame, Fc. I would therefore 
obſerve, that there is a general impropriety 
runs thro' the whole; for in the firſt place, 
Mr. P-—— not only oppoſeth himſelf again in 
regard to that of believers proving their ſpiri- 
tual relation, to God by the operation of his 
grace on their ſouls; but he repreſents this 
gracious operation itſelf, and a knowledge 
of their relation to God, by means thereof, to 
be points of no great importance: Straining and 
ſelf- contradicting divinity this! However, if 
Mr, P—— doth not eſteem it a point of any 
* importance, to be under the operation of 

vine grace, and to know his relation to God, 
others do; and that becauſe the comfort of the 
ſoul, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt abſolutely de- 
pends thereupon; Nor is this all, but Mr. 
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P—— begs the queſtion, and takes it for 
granted; what as yet he has not nor ever can 
prove; v72, that a literal knowledge of Jeſus 
Chriſt and him crucified, is a principle of grace, 
and ſufficient to anſwer all the purpoſes of the 
heavenly traveller: And lower down in the 
ſame p. he tells us, that the atonement and 
te righteouſneſs of Chriſt revealed in the word 
te and believed by the foul is the proper prin- 


* ciple of grace.” Here I muſt ficſt aſk Mr. 


P—— what he means by joining the atone- 
ment and righteouſneſs of Chriſt and the 
ſoul's belief together, as tho they were one 
and the ſame? Strange compounded prin- 
ciple of grace indeed ! made up partly of 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and partly of 
the creature's act; and that too, by one who 
would be thought an enemy to all compounds, 
and who has exerted all his force in order to 
ſeparate faith and its genuine fruits, leſt the 
latter ſhould ſhare in the glory of the former : 
but now the imperfect act of believing muſt 
be put upon a level, and made one with the 
divine atonement, and glorious righteouſneſs, 
of the Lord Jeſus. Similar to this he tells 
us, p. 39, that © it is the work of Chriſt re- 


% ported and believed, which makes men 


& acceptable to God, and heals the wounded 
& conſcience.” Rank Arminianiſm both: 
nor can they be true in their own nature ; 
for the report of facts and the facts them- 
ſelves infinitely differ; and a belief of re- 
ported facts cannot be ſuppoſed to give being 


to 
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to the facts themſelves: therefore, tho' the 


Goſpel- revelation reports that ſinners are 


made acceptable to God by the atonement and 
righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt; yet this report 
is ſo far from being the acceptance itſelf, that 
it is only a report that there is ſuch an ac- 
ceptance : And tho? a belief of this report is 
-neceflary to a perſonal benefit therefrom, yet 
this belief is no part of the ſoul's accept- 
ance and juſtification before God. I always 
thought that the atonement and righteouſneſs 


of Chriſt was the ſubje&-matter on which a 


principle of grace acted itſelf, and not that 
grace is the principle thereof; and that nei- 
ther the act of the ſoul in believing, nor 


the grace itſelf by which the ſoul believes, is 


to be joined with the atonement and righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt : Nor is it poſſible for a 
ſoul to enter the heavenly road withouta prin- 
ciple of implanted grace ; much leſs to walk 
ſafely and holily without ſuch a principle; 
and as for a comfortably walking therein, this 
abſolutely depends upon ſome degree of con- 
ſciouſneſs of grace received, and an intereſt 
in the Lord Jeſus: For tho' a man might 
walk ſafely even under clouds and darkneſs, 
and when ready to queſtion the truth of grace 
within him, and an intereſt in Chriſt ; yet 
what comfort can a man have without ſome 
hope of theſe things? And Mr. P has 
told us, that it is a preſumptuous hope that has 
not a good evidence for it: and if Mr, P — 


ſnould think that a bare belief of the Goſpel- 
| report 
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report is ſo evidently ſufficient, I muſt then 
ſay, that thouſands will be found to have 
ſuch an evidence, who will never reach the 
heavenly. Canaan ; Matt. vii. 22. Many ſhall 


ſay in that day, Lord, Lord, &c. &c. Again, 


he muſt be an uncommon Traveller in the 
heavenly road, who, in all his journey, ſhall 
have no reflecting thought on that diſtinguiſh- 
ing grace by which he was called from the 
way of fin and deſtruction, and engaged to 
travel in the way that leads to everlaſting life; 
and who, under all his temptations, ſnares 
and dangers, doubts and fears, ſhall have no- 
thing to ſupport and encourage him in an 
evidential way, but his literal knowledge and 
bare belief of the Goſpel-report; nor can I 
think it poſſible for a Believer to travel all 
his way to heaven, without repeated reflec- 
tions on the implantation and waterings. of 
grace in the heart; and that with a/ divine 
pleaſure, and without any danger of being 
led out of his way, or loſing ſight of his 
bleſſed Lord. And here I would obſerve, 
that if we muſt reject the doctrine of im- 
planted grace, and the ſoul's conſciouſneſs 
of having received the ſame, for fear we 
ſhould derive all our hope, comfort and joy 
therefrom, to the rejecting of, or lighting, 
the Lord Jeſus; we muſt, for the ſame rea- 
ſon, reje& the word and ordinances. of the 


_ Goſpel themſelves, yea, and all the duties of 


religion, leſt, becauſe they are to the Believer 
ways of pleaſantneſs, and paths of peace; he 
| ſhould 
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ſhould derive his ſupreme hope, comfort and 
joy, from the ſame. And what ſatisfaction 
can a judicious and conſcientious ſoul have in 
meddling with the ſacred ordinances of the 
Lord Jeſus, unleſs he has ſome hope and 
conſciouſneſs of having received the grace of 
God, by which his divine right and title to 
thoſe ordinances is evidenced to him, and b 
which alone he can receive them to his ſpi- 
ritual advantage? I might enlarge upon 
theſe things, but I hope what I have faid 
will be thought ſufficient to prove that a 
principle cf implanted grace, and a con- 
ſciouſneſs of having received the ſame, are 
points of the laſt importance, I therefore 
proceed to another uſe of theſe important 
points, and that is, they ſerve to detect 
Mr. P in his needleſs jealouſy and un- 
friendly concern for his Friends, p. 20 and 
53. In the former of theſe he ſays, * A 
{© ſpirit of affectionate godly jealouſy obliges 
e me to add in chriſtian faithfulneſs, that 
e all the comfort and pleaſure you take, or 
 « defire to take, from the conception and 
* contemplation of an inward work in your 
* ſoul, ſeparate from a diſtinct view of Chriſt, 
* known and believed, is, I am perſuaded, 
* falſe and delufive.” And in the latter he 
ſays, If my Friends know no other peace 
of conſcience than what they derive from 
ea reflection upon paſt experiences and evi- 
„ dences, I am ſorry they have learned to 


* reject the enjoyment of ſuch a divine plea- 
| ͤäſure 
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« ſure as I wiſh my own ſoul always warm' d 
e by; and ſhould be glad if they would 
« conſider what they are purſuing, for their 
e peace and hope towards God.“ Now 
« I call this a needleſs jealouſy, and un- 
friendly concern, becauſe hereby Mr. P—— 
repreſents his Friends in a wrong light, and 
gives the world a miſtaken idea of them, 
attended with an unkind reflection: for where 
is the Man who fetches all his divine com- 
fort and pleaſure from the conception and 
contemplation of an implanted principle of 
grace in his own ſoul, and who knows no 
other peace of conſcience than what he 
derives from a reflection upon paſt experi- 
ences and evidences? Not Arminians them- 
ſelves; theſe will join Chriſt with their 
graces, experiences, Cc. And as for the Cal- 
viniſts, ſuch as 1 ſuppoſe Mr. P—'s Friends 
to be, theſe are ſo far from taking all their 
comfort from the conſciouſneſs of implant- 
ed - grace, and paſt experience, that the 
comfort they very juſtly fetch from theſe 
things becomes ſublervient to their greater 
comfort and joy in the Lord Jeſus, as hath 
been already conſidered: And fince thoſe 
perſons do not look upon any thing wrought 
in them, or done by them, to be any part of 
their juſtification before God, there is there- 
fore no danger that the comfort and joy 
ariſing from the above things ſhould interfere 
with, or leſſen that, which is to be derived from 
I the 
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the Lord alone: And it is certain that no 
man is better (or indeed truly) qualified 
for, or generouſly diſpoſed to rejoice in the 
Lord Jeſus, than the man of gracious” ex- 
perience: So that while the true Behever 
may with the utmoſt propriety ſay, Bleſſed 


_ grace which I have received, and blefſed 


experience with which I am indulged, yet 
what is the reſult of all? But bleſſed be 


_ the Lord for thoſe divine beſtowments. And 


in the language of the Pſalmiſt; Ble the 
Lord, O my = ; and forget not all bis bene- 
Fits, &c. Pſal. ci. 2, 3, 4, 5. And where is 
the legality, phariſaical, and ungoſpel frame 
of mind in all this? One would be tempted 
to think that Mr. P—— was a+ ſtranger to 
the nature and truly godly influence of divine 
grace in the ſoul, to ſpeak ſo much againſt, 
and repreſent it in ſuch a light as he doth; 
but I would rather attribute it to his tenacious 
and over fond eſteem for the new light he 
has received; a light which has mere dark- 


-- , neſs belonging to it, than that which he op- 


poſeth, and by which he himſelf is ſtrangely 
bewildered, and in conſequence of which 
has made havock of the church of God. 
But I proceed: The doctrine of implanted 
grace, and the ſoul's conſciouſneſs of having 
received it, is an antidote againſt, and ſuffi- 
cient to explode, the profane notion I hear 
ſome of Mr. Ps or ſome of Mr. S——'5$ 
diſciples are fallen into, that a mere head-know- 
ledge of the Goſpel- report is ſufficient to ſal- 
3 . 1 vation; 
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vation; ſo that if a perſon doth, but under- 
ſtand the meaning of what he reads in the 
Goſpel, and believes the ſame to be true, 
there is no occaſion to be concerned about 
any implanted grace, divine experience, or 
any other kind of faith but that of a bare 
belief: if this is not their meaning, there is 
no meaning in their ſayin gs, ſuitable to the 


import of words: and indeed, what has Mr. 


P—— himſelf ſaid leſs, when he tells us, 
that it is the work of Chrift reported and 
e believed, that makes men acceptable to 
© God, and heals the wounded conſcience; '* 
p. 29. (a paſſage already quoted) and that 


« ſuch is the nature of the Goſpel, that 


«. whoſoever believes it ſhall be ſaved;“ p. 
66. and that © a right notion and real belief 
e of the truth will be productive of ſpiri- 
* tual and ſaving fruits.” p. 43. Now as 
theſe things are the ſame in their meaning 
with that of a mere head-knowledge, I can- 
not but call it a prophane notion, becauſe it 
is repugnant to our holy religion, and greatly 
derogates from the honour of the blefled 
Jeſus, as it puts him off with a ſuperficial 
knowledge and faith of things, contrary to 
the great end of his coming into the 
world, and of giving us a divine revelation, 
which was that his People might have life, 
the life of grace here, and that they might 
have it more abundantly in the life of glory 
hereafter ;' John x. 10; and he gave us the 
revelation of theſe things, that we might 
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know and believe them to be true; and, at 


the ſame time, is ſo far from intending, or 


' ſuppoſing that the knowing and believing 


this revelation would be ſufficient to ſalva- 
tion, that he hath in the ſame revelation de- 
clared the neceſſity of the ſoul's being taught, 
and of having learned of the Father, in a man- 
ner infinitely beyond, tho' not contrary to, 
what the Goſpel in the letter of it can teach, 
I mean influentially, ſo as to engage the will 
and deſire of the ſoul after falvation by the 
Lord Jeſus ; and which is called the day of his 
power, in oppoſition to the bare letter of the 
word; Pſal. cx. 3. and which is not the caſe 
with every one who both know the meaning, 


and believe the truth of the Goſpel-report. 
The Lord Jeſus hath alſo promiſed to ſend 


his Spirit to take of thoſe things contained in 
the Goſpel-report, and to ſhew them to his 
People, that they might know them in their 
ſpiritual and ſaving nature; and which they 
could not do but by the Spirit; for it is the 
Spirit that ſearcheth the deep things of God, 
and reveals them to his People, 1 Cor. ii. 10; 
and in the 12th verſe the Apoſtle exults in 
the divine and diſtinguiſhing beſtowment; 
Now we have received not the Spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit which is, of God; that 
we might know the things that are freely given 
fo us of God. In which words the apoſtle 
evidently diſtinguiſhes betwixt a literal know- 


ledge of divine things, poſſible and common 


to natural men, under a divine revelation, 
thro' 
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thro' the wiſdom of the world; and that di- 
vine and ſaving knowledge which is by the 
teaching of the Spirit of God. And here 1 
cannot help introducing the excellent and 
nervous remark of Dr. Criſp, in his expla- 
nation of the above paſſage, vol. 1. P- 309. 
The knowledge of things given is two- 
fold; firſt, intellectual; ſecondly, practi- 
« cal: the intellectual knowledge is the na- 
* tural underſtanding of the thing in a pro- 
per ſenſe; practical knowledge is a ſenſible 
by knowledge. You may diſtinguiſh them 
thus: as the knowledge a man has of the 
« ſweetneſs of ſugar in his underſtanding, 
ce and the knowledge of the ſweetneſs of it 
<« in the taſte. There is a great deal of dif- 
e ference between theſe two; for the things. 
ce of God that are given may be known in- 
te tellectually in a common way, not only 
6e by the Elect, but Reprobate; but the 
% People of God only know them practi- 
&« cally; that is, they receive by degrees the 
„ ſweetneſs of them, and God gives the taſte 
« of them more and more to-them.” - So 
then tho'the Goſpel-report does undoubtedly 
contain every thing neceſſary to be believed in 
order to ſalvation, yet is it not of ſuch a na- 
ture as to give ſalvation to every one who 
may know its meaning, and believe the truth 
of it: This is neither Scripture-language, nor 
Seripture- meaning; for the Goſpel- report 
is no- where propoſed to be the object of 
ſaving faith; but being the revelation of Jeſus 


Chriſt, and the only record God hath given 
of 
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of his Son, it is therefore the proper and only 
ſubject of faith and believing, by which, un- 
der a divine agency, fouls are led to a faving 
faith in the Lord Jeſus, the great object there- 
of. And there is an infinite difference be- 
twixt a believing the revelation itſelf, and a 
ſavingly 'believing on the Lord Jeſus, the 
great fubje& of this revelation, (notwithſtand- 
ing all Mr. P hath ſaid to the contrary, 
p- 46.) Thouſands have the former, who 
know nothing of the latter; and our Lord 
himfelf evidently repreſents it to be one 
thing to fee the Son, as held forth in the 
word, and another thing to believe on him 
with a faving faith; John vi. 40. words of | 
the fame import with thoſe in chap. v. 24. 
He that hath my words, und believeth on bim 
that ſent me, &c. Nor is it poſſible to evade 
the force of theſe things with any propriety 5 
for if our Lord doth not intend a real di- 
ſtinction between the ſeeing. and believing 
here ſpoken of, he muſt then be chargeable 
weith an unmeaning tautology. He that ſeeth 
' the Son, and ſeeth the Son; which would 
ſound very uncouth to the judicious reader : 
Nor is it poſſible without ſuch a diftintion 
to maintain the doctrine of diſtinguiſhing and 
, efficacious grace in the Goſpel's being the 
favour of life unto life to fome, and of 
death unto death to others; tho' equally be- 
lieved as to the truth of the words: So that 
Mr. P——' ſuggeſting to us that the different 
effect of the Goſpel is owing to © the one's 
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*. lolieriag it to be true, whilſt the other 
“believes it to be falſe, or having ſome 
* lie connected with the truth; (p. 41.) 
is not true in itſelf, nor good divinity; for 
this is making the efficacy of the Goſpel de- ; 
pend on the creature's act of believing ;; 
whereas true and ſaving faith always depends 
upon, and is owing to, the efficacy of the 
Goſpel: And tho it is not poſſible that the 
Goßel ould haye any ſaving effects unleſs 
it be] believed, yet it may be believed, and 
have no faving effects. | 
This leads me to what Mr. P calls a 
right notion and real belief, and which he 
fork will be productive of ſpiritual and ſaving 
fruits: And ſince by a right notion and real 
belief Mr. P. intends nothing more than 
à perſon's underſtanding what the Goſpel 
means, when it ſpeaks of falvation alone by 
the Lord Jeſus, together with the import- 
ance and neceſſity of ſuch a ſalvation, and 
their believing the ſame to be true; I muſt 
ſtill abide by the negative, that ſuch a notion 
and belief cannot be productive of ſpiritual 
and ſaving fruits. And Mr. P. in aſſert- 
ing it can and will, runs counter to the phi- 
loſophical maxim, that no principle can ex- 
ceed its own-nature, or be productive of ef- 
fects more excellent than itſelf: And ſince 
Mr. P 's right notion and real belief has 
no ſupernatural and divine principle in it, 
therefore it cannot produce ſupernatural and 
divine effects; and this is confirmed both by 
ee. - 
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the Goſpel and univerſal experience: Our 
Lord ſufficiently ſuggeſts to us, that a perſon 
might know the things contained in the Goſ- 
pel, and yet not be influenced thereby to do 
them. John xiii. 17. And in Luke xii. 47. 
he ſays, He that knoweth his Lord's will, 
and doth it not, &c. Nor can I ſee how 
the Goſpel-miniſtration can augment the 
guilt and puniſhment, but upon the foot 
. of knowing the meaning of the Goſpel. The 
Apoſtle alſo ſpeaks of underſtanding all my- 
ſteries, and of having all knowledge; in 
which, among other things, is undoubtedly 
included the knowledge of divine revelation, 
Se. And yet, to be void of a principle of 
faving grace; 1 Cor. xiii. 2. And in chap. 
vin. 1. he repreſents the fruit of bare know- 
. ledge to be pride and arrogance. And in- 
deed, conſtant experience confirms the in- 
ſufficiency of a bare notion and belief of 
things: Many there are who have a right 
and truly orthodox notion of the doctrines 
of the Goſpel, and believe them to be true, 
on whom they have no ſaving influences; 
but, on the contrary, they hold the truth in 
unrighteouſneſs. Rom. i. 18. Theſe are ene- 
mies to the croſs of Chriſt by their unſuitable 
5 and inconſiſtent behaviour. Others there 
nGare, whoſe knowledge and faith of the Goſ- 
iN! pel has had ſome tranſient influences upon 
them, and who, according to the Apoſtle, 
have eſcaped the pollutions of the world, 
through (ſays he) the knowledge of the Lord 
4368 and 
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and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; and yet he is very 
expreſs in pointing out their fatal condition, 
ſhould they be again entangled and overcome; 
that it had been better for them not to have 
known the way of righteouſneſs, than after 
after they have known it, to turn from the 
holy commandment delivered unto them; 
and then, by a double metaphor, concludes 
them to be in a natural and graceleſs ſtate, 
notwithſtanding all their knowledge and 
faith, 2 Pet. 2, 20, Sc. Others there are, 
who, either by the means of a good educa- 
tion, or thro' a cloſe attention to their Bibles, 
Sc. have obtained a right notion and real 
belief of the Goſpel, and are moralized 
and ſober, and perhaps pay a great regard to 
the externals of religion, and yet are in a 
ſtate of unregeneracy, and ſtrangers to the 
ſupernatural and ſaving influences of the 
Goſpel ; and which, when they come to be 
converted, they are very ready to own ; at the 
ſame time, this their converſion makes no 
change in the ſentiments of their minds, as 
to the doctrines of the Goſpel: But all the 
difference between their former and preſent 
ſtate is this (and indeed it is infinite) they 
formerly received the truth of the Goſpel in 
the letter of it only, but now they feel the 
ſame truth in its ſupernatural and faving 
power, and experimentally know the dif- 
ference between -a Chriſt revealed to their 
judgment and faith, and a Chriſt revealed in 
them by his Spirit, Theſe perſons have been 
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already mentioned by one of Mr, P———"$ 
Friends, as a glaring proof of the inſufficiency 
of a right notion and real belief, and taken 


notice of by Mr. P , In p. 42 and 43, 


and by him thought to be ſufficiently inva- 


lidated; but not being fatisfied, I ſhall 
make ſome remarks upon it. Mr.P 
doth not deny the fact itſelf, that a perſon 


5 might be inſtructed into, and receive the 


doctrines of the Goſpel, before his conver- 
ſion; but obſerves, that ** this can be of no 
« weight to thoſe in this caſe, who take the 
* Scriptures only for their rule.” This is a 
ſtrange evaſion ; for ſince the inſtance before 
us is the very thing itſelf jn diſpute, and 
every way agreeable to the divine word,. it 


has a double weight with it; and ſince Mr. 


P—— has produced no one Scripture againft 
this well-known circumſtance, it yet ſtands 


unſhaken and confirmed. But Mr. P=— 
tells us, that © many queſtions may be put 


* which may tend to weaken the evidence 
* of many converſions,” But I cannot ſee 
how, unleſs Mr. P — imagines that a per- 
ſon's being of the ſame faith and judgment 
doctrinally before his converſion, as he is 
after it, can be ſuppoſed to render his con- 
verſion doubtful; but this I am ſure the 
judicious will never admit. However, Mr. 
P—— aſks, © whether the perſon here 
e ſpoken of had any hope before his conver- 
* flon?” And upon a ſuppoſition he had, 


Mr. P then ſays, © It is plain that that 
| „former 
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e former hope was founded upon a lye, or 
e the belief of a deſtructive falſehood.“ 
Here I cannot but obſerve the impropriety of 
this queſtion ; for what has hope to do in the 
preſent caſe? ſince whether an unconverted 
man has any hope or no, it does not affect 
the ſentiment of his mind with regard to his 
notion and faith of doctrines: however, I 
muſt confeſs that the anſwer to this queſtion 
is to me unintelligible ; for ſince the ſubject 
of the ſaid perſon's knowledge and faith is 
allow'd to be the doctrines of the Goſpel, I 
hope Mr. P-— will not call theſe deſtruc- 
tive falſehoods; and ſince his knowledge and 
faith is alſo allowed to be right and real, Mr. 
P cannot, conſiſtent with himſelf, call 
either of theſe deſtructive falſehoods: The 
deſtruction therefore relative to ſuch a perſon 
muſt ariſe from the want of what we are 
pleading for, namely, ſomething more and 
greater than that of a right notion and real 
belief, Sc. And thus Mr. P 's Owen an- 
{wer to the queſtion is full againſt himſelf, 
whether this perſon had, or had not, hope 
in his unconverted ſtate; if he had no hope, 
it was becauſe his right notion and real belief 
could not produce it; and then how doth its 
ſufficiency appear? And if he had hope, and 
this hope was founded upon a lie, or the belief 
of a deſtructive falſehood, it will then follow, 
that a right notion and real belief of the 
Goſpel is ſo far from producing ſpiritual and 


ſaving fruits, that it produceth falſe and de- 
K 2 ſtructwe 
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ſtructive ones, or, at leaſt, doth not preſerve 
from them. Similar hereto was the caſe of 
Judas the traitor, whom Mr. P—— allows 
to have witneſſed to the truth of our Lord's 
doctrine, yet went and hanged himſelf: And 
whereas Mr. P aſcribes this to his not 
believing that the blood of Chriſt was ſuffi- 
cient and free for his ſalvation, p. 42, this is 


a confirming proof of the inſufficiency of a 


right notion, Fc. ſince it did not produce 
ſaving faith in Judas, but left him in a grace- 
leſs and periſhing ſtate : This alſo was the 
caſe with Simon Vu and others already 
mentioned, and of thoſe chief rulers ſpoken 
of, John xii. 42, 43; who are ſaid to believe 
on the Lord, but did not confeſs him, they 
ſtill loving the praiſe of men more than the 


praiſe of God, And indeed, where there is 


only a right notion and real belief, in Mr. 
P——$ ſenſe thereof, ſuch perſons might 
juſtly be compared to Ezekiel's dry bones, 
when ſhook together, bone to his bone, and 
covered with finews, fleſh and ſkin, a ſhew 
of human nature, but without life and mo- 
tion, In a word, if a right notion and real 
belief is of a ſaving nature, conſequently ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation, muſt not a man have 
ſome conſciouſneſs that he hath received this 
right notion, &c.? And will he not then be 
in as much danger of fetching his hope, com- 
fort and joy therefrom, to the rejecting or 
ſlighting the Lord Jeſus, as the man that be- 
lieyes in the doctrine of implanted grace, and 
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has a conſciouſneſs of having received it, is 
in danger of fetching his hope, &c. from the 
ſame? Yea, and I think abundantly more, for a 
principle of implanted grace and a conſciouſ- 
neſs of having received it, will always lead 
to the Lord Jeſus, whereas we have ſeen that 
a right notion, &c. doth not. 

I would now conſider Mr. P—'s ſummary, 
or what I might call a whole broadſide of 
arguments againſt the doctrine of implanted 
grace, and gracious experience, as a ground 
of ſubjective hope, and perſonal evidence of 
ſpecial intereſt in Chriſt, p. 63, 64. where 
ſpeaking of perſons, diſcerning {atisfaCtion or 
good hope of intereſt in Chriſt, he obſerves, 

that to come at this we ſet about to examine 
* our own hearts and ways, our paſt conduct 
* or paſt experience; in hopes of finding 
© ſomething there which may be a means of 
e allaying our fears and eaſing our conſciences. 
% Now we look with eagerneſs and ſolicitude 
c into every corner of our hearts, to ſee whe- 
*© ther in the midſt of all the bad we find 
© there, we cannot find ſomething good 
** wrought in us, or ſomething truly graci- 
“ ous in our experiences, that ſhould be a 
proper fatisfying proof of our ſpecial in- 
<« tereſt; all which pains are taken chiefly 
« with this view, to obtain eaſe to our minds 
« and conſciences. Upon enquiry, we perhaps 
e diſcern ſome probable evidences in our fa- 
* your, or think we have felt ſome diſtin- 
“ guiſhing experiences; and thus obtain eaſe 

and 
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1 and relief. But what if it ſhould appear after 


e all that theſe evidences are attended with 
4 uncertainty, or that there is ſome reaſon 
ce to ſuſpect they may be deluſive? How then 


e can the mind be eaſed or the conſcience pa- 
te cified upon this plan? And let us here ſe- 


<« riouſly reflect, that while we are thus anxi- - 


e ouſly employed to get reſt to our ſouls, we 


* are now under a ſtrong biaſs to think the 


© beſt and make the beſt of what we find 
c and feel. How then can we know, but 
* that under the influence of ſuch a propen- 
te ſity, we may actually put a cheat upon our- 
< ſelves, thro a fond deſire to apprehend that 
te our ſtate is at the bottom ſafe and good? 
e And what if our deceitful hearts ſhould 
operate in this caſe, to bring us into a de- 
© Jufion ; where are we then? And who can 
e anſwer for his own heart, ſo as to aſſure 
* himſelf that he is under no fundamental 
© miſtake? I know that theſe thoughts at 
e firſt view ſeem to take away all uſe for 
* marks and ſigns. But they do not, as we 
© ſhall ſoon ſee, However that be, no one 
&« I think can deny or evade the force of theſe 
*© obſervations, how ſearching or diſcouraging 
© ſoever, they may ſeem to be; but there are 
* ſome further thoughts equally alarming, 
* which muſt not be omitted: have not many 
* made a ſhining profeſſion, and to their own 
* andothers apprehenſion been favoured with 
* the diſtinguiſhing experiences, who yet 


have turned out hypocrites and apoſtates ? 
« ' Have | 


* 


in the HEARTs of His PEOPLE. 71 


©« Have not many talked high things about 
<« the witneſs, ſeal and earneſt of the ſpirit, 
as enjoyed by themſelves, and yet have been 
te in the event found liars ? again, are there 
* not counterfeit graces, comforts and ex- 
c periences? Can theſe things be denied? 
«© Upon this plan for obtaining peace, we muſt 
ce therefore diſtinguiſh, divide, and ſubdi- 
vide very nicely, before we can be ſuppoſed 
* toarrive at any degree of certainty, by dif- 
„% tinguiſhing what is genuine from what is 
© counterfeit; and after all, moſt probably 
ce the matter muſt remain in doubtful and 
ce ſad ſuſpence.“ Thus, Sir, I have tran- 
ſcribed Mr. F verbatim, that you might 
ſee what a broadſide he hath poured at once, 
However, it ſo happens that Mr. P is 
not a good engineer, his ammunition is bad, 
his cannon all pointed toc low, and even burſt 
in firing to the injury of his own cauſe : for, 
concerning a perſon's examining himſelf to 
find out the evidences of grace as a ground 
of ſubjective hope, &c. I cannot but be ſur- 
prized that Mr. P—— ſhould fo ſoon forget 
himſelf, in that by a variety of circumſtances 
already obſerved he hath juſtified the ſaid 
ſelf-examination, particularly p. 47. where 
he tells us, that a man may ſafely conclude 
« he is born again, if he be conſcious that his 
« faith in this truth is productive of love to 
4 God and his people; &c. and that the be- 
© lievers joy ariſeth from a perſuaſion of their 
. «© perſonal intereſt in the great bleſſings of the 
cc CO» 
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© covenant, by a perſonal experience of a 


% work of grace on their ſouls, and they ge- 


© nuine fruits of ſuch a work,” and adds Mr. 
T0 n's account of the ſame, and of his 
cenſuring Mr. Harvey ſor denying that“ per- 
e ſons may prove their title to comfort by ge- 

© nuine marks of converſion; yea and charges 


te it with approaching near to ridiculing the 


6 work of the Holy Ghoſt as a Comforter,” 
P. 54. and in p. 73. Mr. P=— ſays, © in 
c this manner a believer makes uſe of his ex- 
1 periences to judge of his ſtate ; and ſuch ex- 
te periences as theſe with their genuine fruits, 
« are indeed, the ſureſt marks of our elec- 
« tion. 1 Theſſ. i. 4, 5.” Now, Sir, can any 
thing be more in favour of the above looking 
into ourſelves, which Mr. P — would re- 

reſent to be a falſe and legal way of obtain- 
ing ſatisfaction and comfort? Can any man 
be more inconſiſtent, and claſh with him- 
ſelf more than Mr. P—— doth in this caſe ? 
For how are perſons to come at the knowledge 
of thoſe genuine marks of converſion ; and 
of a perſonal experience of a work of 
grace on their ſouls, but by the means of 
examination, ſince theſe things are general- 
ly moſt out of ſight when they are moſt 
wanted ? And when by the means of exami- 
nation a perſon is favoured with the knowledge 


of theſe things, is he to pay no regard thereto, 


but abſolutely flight and reject the divine evi- 
dence, and that for fear he ſhould ſlight the 


Im- 


Lord Jeſus ? I have already ſhewn this to be 
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impoſſible, ſince by how much the more, and 
by what means ſoever a man's intereſt is evi- 
denced to him, by ſo much the more will he 
rejoice alone in the Lord as the grand object 

of his hope. | | 
To the above things I muſt not omit to 
add, that Mr. P=-— makes love and obedience 
the very key and foundation of aſſurance and 
proof of ſpecial intereſt in Chriſt, p. 65. 
where he aſks, © what kind of aſſurance 
* a perſon would have? Do you want (ſays he) 
ce immediately to be ſo fully certified of your 
de everlaſting welfare as ſhall ſet you at reſt 
« from all fear; that ſhall determine your 
t ſtate whether you love and obey Chriſt or 
* no?” To which I anſwer, no verily, ſo 
far from that, that the conſcientious ſoul 
wants his intereſt in Chriſt evidenced to him, 
by a more warm and feeling affection to his 
Lord, love to Chriſt being both the fruit and 
evidence of Chriſt's love to the ſoul, Prov. 
viii. 17,—And as for the uncertainty attend- 
ing thoſe evidences, together with the hypo- 
criſy, apoſtacy, &c. mentioned by Mr, P=—; 
if there is any argument in theſe things they 
will bear full as hard againſt Mr. P——'s pre- 
ſent ſcheme of things as againſt that which 
he is now oppoſing ; unleſs Mr. P-— 
has the vanity to imagine that his preſent 
ſcheme is infallible; and that thoſe who 
embrace it cannot pofſibly be miſtaken, and are 
in no danger of turning apoſtates, &c. I ſay 
ſhort of ſuch a vain imagination Mr, P—— 
L him- 
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himſelf is in as much danger of being de- 


ceived in his preſent ſcheme as he was in his 
former, and of becoming an apoſtate from 


his preſent ſcheme as he has been from his 
former; and indeed, who can ſay? not Mr. 
P—— himſelf, what new and greater light he 
may yet receive ſufficient to induce him to re- 
ject the preſent: however, let the object and 


ground of a man's faith be what it will, apo- 


ſtacy does not generally ariſe from thence, but 
is owing to ſome default in faith itſelf, the 
leading principle of the whole. And that is 
the want of an implanted principle of grace, 
by which alone it can be the faith of the ope- 


ration of God, peculiar to God's elect, and of 


an abiding nature. And' as we have .here a 
freſh inſtance of the neceſſity and excellency 


of ſuch a principle, ſo likewiſe a freſh proof 


of the inſufficiency of a right notion, &c. for 
it would be incredible to ſuppoſe that ſuch 


| ſhining profeſſors, diſtinguiſhed by ſuch ex- 
traordinary experiences, as Mr. P 


re- 
preſents them, ſhould be ignorant of the 
meaning, and void of a real belief of the Goſ- 
pel- report, and yet we ſee it did not preſerve 


from apoſtacy ; and truly the evidence of in- 


tereſt, and ground of hope, ariſing from this 


right notion and real belief, is more preca- 


rious by far, than that which ariſeth from an 
implanted principle of grace, and the ſoul's con- 
ſciouſneſs of having received the ſame; in 
that a man is in more danger of forming a 
wrong notion of things that are to be believed, 
than 
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than he is of being miſtaken in things that 
are to be felt and experienced: fo that to uſe 
Mr. P——'s own words, a man had need di- 
vide and ſubdivide, again and again, to be 
ſare that he is right in his notion. 

But farther, ſuppoſe ſome have been de- 
ceived and deceiving, turned out hypocrites, 
or apoſtates, will Mr. P— give up his judg- 
ment and faith, experience and hope, as null 
and void upon that account ? or will he give 
up his preſent judgment and faith as delu- 
ſive, becauſe he thinks he was deceived in his 
former? I am ſurprized at ſuch a manner of 
arguing as this; for according to this rule, a 
man may give up all his religion, both doctri- 
nal, experimental, and practical, as a mere de- 
luſion, becauſe ſome have turned out apoſtates, 
Sc. rather let us be of the Apoſtle's mind 
1 John ii. 19. that thoſe apoſtates went out 
from among the people of God that it might 
be made manifeſt, that notwithſtanding their 
right notion and real belief they were not of 
them; for no doubt if they had been of the 
people of God by a principle of implanted 
grace in the heart, they would have continued 
with them. And till a perſon becomes con- 
ſcious that his faith and judgment, experience 
and hope, run counter to the divine word, 
he is to take his Lord's advice, to hold that 
faſt which he hath, that no man take his 
crown, Rev. iii. 11. his crown of rejoicing 
both in the imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
by which he ſtands juſtified before God, and 
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his crown of rejoicing in an implanted prin- 
ciple of grace as the evidence of this his juſ- 
tification ; and by which alone he is qualified 
to rejoice in the divine righteouſneſs itſelf. 
And ſince it is poſſible to be deceived, and 
that fatally, in the buſineſs of religion, and to 
become hypocrites, or apoſtates, there is 
therefore the greater call for ſelf-examination 
and a moſt impartial enquiry into the ſtate of 
our ſouls, whether we have received the grace 
of God or no; as well knowing that if Jeſus 
Chriſt is not in us by his Spirit and grace, as 
well as revealed to us in his goſpel, all our 
notions about religion, and the belief of the 
ſame will leave us in a reprobate ſtate, 2 Cor. 
xili. 5. Mr. P-—— has indeed attempted to 
elude the force of this awful paſſage, by tell- 
ing us that the evident deſign of it is to inti- 
mate thus much, if any thing appears in the 
* temper or conduct of a profeſſor, which is 
s difagreeable to the goſpel, he ought to take 
* occaſion from hence to ſuſpect, whether he 


ebe in the faith; p. 74. But I muſt take 


leave to ſay that as this is a new, ſo it is a very 
mean and falſe gloſs upon the words: accord- 
ing to this way of wreſting the word of God, 
a man may ſupport what ſyſtem of religion he 
ſhall think fit; however, this very interpreta- 
tion, deſtroys Mr. P——'s own deſign in 
uſing it; for if the truth of a man's being in 
the faith depends upon the agreeableneſs of 
his temper and conduct, and this is to be 
known by the buſineſs of examination (for this 
16 
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is the duty recommended by the Apoltle, let the 
thing to be known be what it will) is not this 
granting the very thing he oppoſeth? And 
as for his telling us, “that if our experiences. 
« are of the right ſtamp, they will evidence 
« themſelves : ”” this is not only oppoſing the 
above conceſſion, but is an indecent reflec- 
tion upon the inſpired writer, for his bein 
ſo particular and earneſt in urging the buſi- 
neſs of examining and proving our own ſelves 
to obtain the knowledge of that which might 
be known without any ſuch examination, 
Sure J am, that neither the Apoſtle nor his ad- 
mirers would thank him for this piece of pro- 
phane liberty. While at the ſame time the 
truth of our faith, and the rightneſs of our ex- 
periences by the indwelling of Chriſt in the 
ſoul, is the very thing to be examined after ; 
and that becauſe it is poſſible to be deceived 
in this important affair: and the more a man 

reſumes without examination, the greater is 
the danger of his being deceived : at the ſame 
time, this examination doth not in the leaſt re- 
flect upon, or lay the ſufficiency of the merit and 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, or the faithfulneſs of 
God under ſuſpicion, but is entirely concerned 
about the ſoul's perſonal intereſt in theſe things: 
nor is it true, that a man is to ſuſpect the truth 
of his faith and conclude himſelf a reprobate, 
on account of ſome things in his temper and 
conduct diſagreeable to the purity of the 
goſpel ; for then where 1s the chriſtian who 
would not have cauſe thus to conclude, not- 
withſtanding 
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withſtanding his right notion and real belief, 
Sc? And is not this making a man depend. 
upon the goodneſs of his temper and con- 


duct? 


To this aſtoniſhing inſtance of miſapplying 


the divine word, I would remark a few 
things more of the like nature. Mr. P—— 
is ſo fond of what he calls the implanted 
word, and the knowledge of Chriſt by the 
Goſpel, that he ſets himſelf againſt, and with 
great impropriety attempts to elude, the force 


Pl all thoſe ſacred paſſages that are brought 


in defence of a divine agency, and to point 
out the real and material difference between 
the word in the letter and meaning of it, and 
its ſaving efficacy on the ſoul by the Divine 
Spirit. I fay, with great impropriety, becauſe 
Mr. P—— himſelf ſometimes owns the ne- 


ceſſity of a divine agency to write the divine 


truth upon our hearts, p. 22, and ſeveral 
other places ; yet is he ſo fond of his new 
light, and his peculiar way of expreſſing 
himſelf that he is very jealous of every 


thing that hath the appearance of a dehign 


againſt it. I ſhall not inſiſt upon every in- 


ſtance of this nature, but only a few of the 


moſt remarkable ones. 1 Pet. i. 23, 25, Being 


born again, not of corruptible ſeed, but of in- 


corruptible, by the word of God, which liveth 
and abideth for ever. Here Mr. P 
is too poſitive in aſſerting, that by the word 
of God, and the incorruptible ſeed, is meant 


one and the fame thing, p. 14; fince the 
Apoſtle 
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Apoſtle is ſo expreſs in repreſenting the latter 
to be by the means of the former: And in- 
deed, the word of God in the letter, and mi- 
niſtration of it, is no more than the ordinary 
means in the hand of God, by which he 
begets or regenerates ſouls thro” the agency 
of his Divine Spirit. Of his own will begat 
he us with the word of truth, James 1. 18. 
and is therefore called the power of God 
unto ſak:ation, Rom. i. 16. and is ſo far from 
being the ſeed or principle of life-giving grace 
in the ſoul, that faith, the firſt acting grace 
in the ſou] conſequent upon this divine prin- 
ciple, is ſaid to come by hearing the word 
preached ; and therefore the ſeed, and faith 
ſpringing from it, cannot be the word itſelf : 
The idea is very diſtinct ; and tho' the word 
of God, in the matter and efficacy thereof, 
is of an everlafting nature, yet it is not ſo in 
the letter and miniſtration of it, and when 
our Lord calls it the feed, in the parable of 
the ſower, yet there it is to be underſtood in a 
miniſterial ſenſe, becauſe three out of four who 
received it perifhed under it. And this is a cir- 
cumſtance which evidently diſtinguiſheth be- 
tween the word and the feed, or principle of 
grace in the ſoul, in that wherever the latter 
cometh, it is effectual to ſalvation ; and is 
that ſeed which St. John ſpeaks of, which 
preferves from final apoſtacy, by virtue of 
Its abiding nature in the ſoul; 1 John, iii. 9. 
which the word with all its fulneſs cannot do, 
And whereas Mr. P—— tells us, that 1 Pet. 

1. 25, 
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i. 25. reads in the Greek, © And this is the 


* ſaying which is declared as good news to 


. you; I would obſerve, that tho the dif- 
ferent readings make no alteration in the ſenſe 
and deſign of the words, yet the Greek 
reading is more explicit and full againſt him- 
ſelf, in that the ſaying and declaring of things 
is not, nor can with any propriety be deemed 


the things themſelves. 


The next paſſage mentioned by Mr. P—' 's 
- opponent in defence of a divine agency, is 
1 John, ii. 20; and a moſt glorious one it 
is, as it doth in a very ſtriking manner. ex- 
preſs the infinite difference between this divine 
teaching, and that teaching which thoſe had, 

mentioned in the preceding verſe, who, with 


all their knowledge and faith, knew nothing 


favingly ; nor could they abide even in the 
knowledge they had received; but, ſays the 
Apoſtle, (and that very emphatically) ye have 


an unction, not merely from the word, but 
from the Holy One himſelf, and ye know 
all things; all things contained in the word, 
both doctrinally, efficaciouſly, and experi- 


mentally, ſo far as is neceſſary to ſalvation. And 


this anointing abideth in the ſoul, as a teach- 


ing and eſtabliſhing principle, keeping up and 


maintaining a divine communion and fellow- 
ſhip between Chriſt and the ſoul. (ver. 27.) 
Againſt this paſſage Mr. P—— objects no- 
thing in fact, but only in form. He ſays, 
that ** this anointing doth not mean any 
3 * thing diſtin from the truth abiding in 
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* us by the operation of the Spirit.” (p. 14.) 
And if Mr. P—— would but be conſiſtent 
in abiding by what he here and in other 
places owns, that the truth of the word in 
the ſaving efficacy of it is brought to, and 
implanted in the foul by this divine unction, 
or teaching of the Spirit, all controverſy 
with him on this ſubject would be at an end; 
and Mr. P 
the doctrine of implanted grace, and the 
teaching of the Spirit, in order to a faving 
knowledge of the divine word; and from ex- 
plaining away the genuine ſenſe of the many 
paſſages of Scripture that ſpeak the ſame 
things: For if the ſaving knowledge of the 
Goſpel is owing to the teaching of the Di- 
vine Spirit, then this teaching muſt precede 
the knowledge itſelf. And tho' the Divine 
Spirit doth not teach more than what the 
word of the Goſpel contains, yet he teaches 
in ſuch an efficacious manner, which the 
word itſelf cannot do; and this is that pecu- 
liar teaching which our Lord intends, when 
he ſays they ſhall” be all taught of God. John 
vi. 45- But Mr. P—— cannot ſtand to his 
own conceſſion ; for he will have it, that 
* the word inthe heart is the principle of 
« grace itſelf, (p. 16.) and the very ſeed by 
? which the ſoul is ſpiritually begotten, and 
i the food by which the ſpiritually begotten 
« foul is fed * nouriſhed in the divine 
« life.“ (p. 1 This is ſuch a confounding 
OY different FRM and . of different 
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etaphors together, that few will care to receive 
> for the ſeed of life and the ſood of nouriſh- 
ent are certainly different thing gs in their own 
nature: And tho' the word' is indeed the 
means of begetting ſouls to a ſpiritual life, 
and the means of nouriſhing the begotten 
foul therein, yet the Spirit of God is the 
alone Agent in begetting of fouls by the ſeed 
of divine grace, to the knowledge of the 
word itſelf : And the fleſh and blood of a 
crucified Jeſus, as held forth in the word, 
— ſpiritual food of ſouls thus begotten. 
Again, Mr. P—-— ſays, the Goſpel be- 
Fe * is the reaſon of the true Chfiſtian; 
And in p. 19, that *the atonement 
1 aid righteouſneſs of Chriſt revealed in the 
* word; and believed by the ſoul, is the 
« proper principle of grace.” Now both 
theſe declarations fall infinitely ſhort of the 
above conceſſion, in that they contain no- 
thing of a divine agency in them, ſuch a 
belief being poſſible without any; and in- 
deed, that ehrih anity that ariſeth fromm, and 
hath no other reaſon and cauſe for it, than 
the bare belief of the Goſpel- report, can be 
no better than a literal and nominal chriſtiani- 
ty: And ſhould we be told that the ſun's be- 
ing in the firmament, and a man's believinę 
the ſame, or ſeeing and feeling its light and 
heat is the principle of natutal life in that 
man, we thov1d think it bad philoſophy fince 
# principle of nature]: lite is Previouſly ne- 
| - Hh ? 'S 70. 'Ceffary, 
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deſſary, both to a believing, ſeeing; and feel- 
ing: Nor can the word of the Goſpel, and 
dur belief of the ſame, be the cauſe of ſpi- 
fitual life, any more than the fun in the fir- 
mament, and our belief thereof, can be the 
cauſe of natural life, It is therefore very in- 
judicious; and bad divinity, for Mr. P to 
ſuppoſe the pre-exiſtence of faith in the ſoul 
to that of his being brought to ſpiritual life. 
His wards are theſe : © The faith of the Go- 
e ſpel is ſufficient in the hand of the Bleſſed 
* Spirit, to renew and ſanctify the ſoul.” 
(p. 12.) And that “ it is the faith of the 
© Goſpel which quickens us to ſpiritual life, 
e being made effectual hereto by the power 
* of God.” (p. 58.) Whereas Mr. P—— 
ſhould conſider, that what knowledge and 
faith ſoever a man might have antece- 
dent to his being renewed, quickened, and 
brought to ſpiritual life, it cannot be deemed 
evangelical, and therefore not worth men- 
tioning in the preſent caſe. And as for the 
paſſage on which the notion is grounded, Col. 
li. 12. Buried with him in baptiſm, wherein 
alſo you are riſen with him, thro the faith 
of the operation of God, &c. I cannot but 
wonder that a perſon who has been ſo long 
„ in the miniſtry ſhould run away with the 
8 found of words, without confidering either 
it I the deſign of the inſpired Writer, or the pro- 
priety of things themſelves; for whatever 
Imight be the particular meaning of theſe 
. words, nothing ean be more abſurd than to 
M 2 3 
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poſe the fruit and effe& of things to be 


ſuppo 
the means of the exiſtence of thoſe things; 
faith therefore being the fruit and effect of a 


ſpiritual reſurrection, cannot be the means of 
boch a reſurrection. However, had Mr. P— 
Judiciouſly attended to the words themſelves, 
he would have ſeen that a ſpiritual reſurrec- 
tion is not contained in them, or intended by 
them, at leaſt not in a direct ſenſe; but that 
the deſign of the apoſtle is to point out the 
myſtical nature and ſpiritual uſe of the holy 
ordinance of Baptiſm to the true Believer: 
The mode of which ordinance is a very lively 
emblem of the butial and reſurrection of the 
Lord Jeſus ; alſo a figurative repreſentation 
of the baptized believer's burial and reſurrec- 

tion with Chriſt; I ſay figurative, for I hope 
Mr. P—— will not call baptiſm a ſpiritual 
reſurrection, or ſo much as the means there- 
of ; fince perfons may be baptized, and yet 
be ſpiritually dead ; in the gall of bitterneſs 
and bonds of iniquity : It is ſo far from be- 
ing the means thereof, that a ſpiritual reſur- 
rection is previoufly neceflary to, and the 
Goſpel- qualification for, the ordinance itſelf; 
and yet Mr. P — might with as much pro- 
Pfiety look upon, and eſteem baptiſm a ſpiri- 
tual reſurrection, as he might look upon, and 
eſteem faith to be ſo; for the words are very 
expreſs: Wherein alſo you are riſen with him, 
(i. e.) in baptiſm (but 1 and when 


it is added, thro' the faith of the operation 


of God; the meaning is, that it is by this 
ſaith 
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faith the believer views and enjoys this ordi- 
nance in its myſtical and ſpiritual defign ; and 
no faith ſhort of the faith of the operation 
of God can view and enjoy it in this light : 
Nor can we underſtand the word in any other 
ſenſe, without making baptiſm a ſpiritual re- 


ſurrection: And here, Sir, we ſee the ne- 


ceſſity and excellency of divine faith, both as 
previous to, and acting itſelf in and about 
this holy ordinance. And whereas Mr. P— 
tells us, that “the Scriptures know no prin- 
« ciple of grace in the heart previous to, or 
« diſtinct from, the implanted word, whereby 
« Chriſt, who is the Yabſtance of the word, 


„ dwells in our hearts by faith.” (p. 60.) 


This is not only counter to his own notion of 
the pre-exiſtence of faith in the foul before 
its converſion, but is a groſs miſtake in itſelf; 


for the Scriptures do know and declare in the 


molt expreſs manner, both the certainty and 
abſolute neceſſity of. a principle of grace in 
the heart, previous to the ſaving knowledge 


of Chriſt, and of divine things. John iii. 3. 


Except a man be born again, he cannot ſee tbe 
kingdom of God; neither the kingdom of 


- grace here, nor the kingdom of glory here- 


after, And pleaſe, Sir, to obſerve, that our 
Lord doth not deliver himſelf in the form 
of a prohibition, that he hall not, but he ex- 
refleth his incapacity ; he cannot ſee, &c. 
Now by what means foever the eyes of the 
blind are opened, and the ignorant brought 
to underſtanding z the ſecing and knowing 
| ih muſt 

I 
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muſt ariſe from ſome antecedent cauſe. 2 Co?. 


iv. 6. For God, who commanded the light to 


ſhine out of daring bath ſhined in our — 
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Feſus Chriſt. And 
Eph. i. 2. 18. The eyes of your under ftanding 
being. enlightened, that ye may know, &c. And 
the very paſſage quoted by Mr. P in de- 
fence of his notion is full againſt himſelf, 


__ Eph. iii. 4 That Chriſt may dwell in y_w 
ruit, 


hearts by faith; ſince this faith is the 

effect and conſequence of the ſoul's being 
firſt ſtrengthened with might, by the Spirit 
of God in the inner man; 
ſhall take notice of but one paſſage more, ay 


a farther ſpecimen of Mr. P-—'s extraor- 


nary talent in explaining the divine word, 


John vi. 29. This is the word of God, that ye 


believe on him whom he hath ſent, Theſe words 
are an anſwer to the foregoing, in which the 
Jews aſk our Lord what they muſt do, that 
they might. work the works of God ; And 


nothing can be more evident than that our 
Lord in this anſwer points out to them 


what they ſhould do. And yet Mr. P—— 
zs pleaſed to tell us, that © the work here 
« . ſpoken of is not to be applied to the Jews, 


« but to our Lord himſelf, as containing what 


« he himſelf was to do, and not they ; for, 
te ſays he, the Jews underſtood Chriſt better 


« than many do now, Sc. p. 47. This is 


ſuch an injudicious, and unaccountable turn 


upon the words, that one would think. the 
| whols 


verſe the 16th, 1 


as oo ellen LM xr i ih 2z * And has IR. Rr = 


{ 
| 
| 
( 
| 


% 


in the HearTs of His PropLe, 87 
whole of Mr. Ps cauſe depended” upon 
the perverting of a paſſage ſo plain and eaſy 

to be underſtood. However, it ſhould be a 

caution to his readers and hearers, to itake 

heed what they read, and what they hear; 
| fince a perſon of ſuch a talent might ſoon 
turn the wore of God into another Goſpel. | 


Thus, Sir, 1 have gone through the re- 
marks 1 purpoſe'to make on Mr. P per; 
formance, and have indeed far exceeded; what 
I at firſt intended; but Mr. P—=— has drawn 
me into it, by! his wiſinterpretation of Scrip- 
tyre, his many improprieties, together with 
his frequently claſhing - with himſelf ; of 
which many, more inſtances might be pro- 
duced ; but if thoſe already mentioned, and 
what I have obſerved concerning them, ſhall 
be eſteemed juſt, and to the purpoſe, it will 
be ſufficient to invalidate the whole of his 
| performance, ſo far as it immediately concerns 
the points in diſpute : I ſhall therefore ſum 
up the whole in the following ſuppolitions; 


Firſt, Suppoſe the Goſpel doth contain a re- 
velation of the grace of God, and ſalvation 
by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and is therefore 
called the Goſpel of the grace of God, and 
the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, who came into 
the world to fave finners ; and ſuppoſe it be 
neceſſary for a perſon to know the meaning, 
and believe the truth of this Goſpel-report, in 
order to his application to the Lord Jeſus for 
this ſalvation ; yet it doth not from hence 

follow, 


8 21 Fape Or Ae of G,O D A 
fallow, chat ſuch a knowledge and faith is any 
way | ſufficient to ſalvation. It cannot be fo 


# 


ſelf; [for it is not knowledge and faith that 
fave the ſoul, but the Lord Jeſus, the object 
thereof: Nor is it the certain means of ſalva- 
tion, ſince we have ſeen that a perſon might 


know the meaning, and believe the truth of 


the Goſpel, and yet be deſtitute of a prin- 
ciple of ſaving grace in the heart; nor is it 
in the er of the Goſpel-revelation to work 
this principle ; it may be the means, but can- 
not be the agent, of ſuch a divine work; for 


it is not its own power, but the power of 


God to ſalvation: Nor does this in the leaſt 


the Goſpel-revelation ; but as it reflects all 
the honour of its'facceſs, in the ſalvation of 
finners, on the Lord himſelf, the great Au- 
thor thereof; ſo it is a repreſenting the Go- 
ſpel in its proper light, and giving it all the 
honour it requires; for the language of the Goſ- 
pe- report is in this reſpect ſimilar to that of out 
Lord, when one aſked him to ſpeak to his Bro- 


ther, that he divide the inheritance with him: 


Who, ſays he, made me a judge or a divider 
over you? So ſays the Goſpel literally conſi- 
dered: Who made me a beſtower of divine 
race, or gave me power to ſave thoſe who 
. . the meaning and believe the truth of 
what I ay? My buſineſs is indeed to reveal 
the gracious deſigus of God in the en- 
1 0 


by virtue of any ſaving quality there is in it- 


depreciate from, or leſſen the excellency of 


S0 
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of ſinners; and to make known the way 
thereof to be by and thro' the Lord Jeſus 
alone; and to declare the neceſſity of faith 
and believing in him, and of a principle of 
divine grace in order to this faith and be- 
lievingz and to invite and encourage awa- 
kened ſinners to come to him, by aſſuring 
them, that whoſoever believes on the Lord 
Jeſus ſhall be ſaved ; and to declare that thoſe 
who believe not ſhall be damn'd: But as for 
a power to believe, this is not mine to give: 
And tho' the words that I ſpeak are ſpirit and 
truth in the matter of things, yet they are 
not ſo in the ſaving power thereof, to every 
one who knows the meaning and believes the 
truth of what I ſay.— 

Again, Secondly, Suppoſe the Lord Jeſus 
be the ground of an objective hope, and that 
the revelation made of him in the Goſpel be 
ſufficient to warrant and encourage the a- 
wakened ſinner's faith and hope in him for 
ſalvation; yet, in order to guard againſt a 
ſuperficial faith and preſumptuous hope, we 
muſt diſtinguiſh between ſinner and finner : 
For tho' the Lord Jeſus is the object of faith 
and hope to and for finners, as ſuch conſi- 
dered, yet is he not ſo to every finner ; every 
ſinner is not a priſoner of hope in the ſenſe 
of the words, or has ground for a perſo- 
nal and ſubjective hope; nor can they act 
faith and hope in and upon the Lord Jeſus in 
a Goſpel-way : To ſuppoſe they can, is to 
underyalue and ſet at nought the diſtinguiſh. 
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ing grace of God, by which one ſinner is 8 
made viſibly to differ from another, and 1 
by which the ground of a perſonal and ſfub- || ** 
jective hope is wrought in the ſoul, and fc 


a reaſon can be rendered by him for the hi 
hope that is in him; which cannot be ren- in 
dered by any but ſuch. Thoſe who can ren- to 
der no better reaſon for their hope of ſalva- C 


tion than that of the Goſpel's declaring ſal- hi 
vation to finners (promiſcuouſly) by Chriſt, fa, 


have no better than a preſumptuous hope, NO 
arifing from a ſuperficial and common faith, ſor 
and which will leave the ſoul as far ſhort 45 

0 


of falvation, + as tho he had never heard, 
known, or believed the Goſpel. And when Cn 
in explaining the nature of true and faving 9k 


faith, we obſerve that it conſiſts in, or acts J lit; 
itſelf, by influencing the foul to what is cer 
called a coming to, truſting in, relying and Þ 

ru 


depending upon Chriſt ; yet none of all theſe |. 
l acts of the ſon], tho' eſſential to true and WW: wh 
| faving faith, and neceſſary in themſelves to 
[ 


1 the enjoyment of benefit from Chrift, can be hawk 
[ ſuppoſed to take away or leſſen the freeneſs tho 
| of the Goſpel-hope, either by ſuppoſing that bo 
| aw 


becauſe they are neceſſary, therefore they 
muſt be meritorious; for faith itſelf is ne- | *< 
ceſſary, yet not meritorious ; or by being a | 18 
bar of difcouragement to the awakened fin- 


ner's hope, that becauſe theſe actings of the ſoul but 
are neceſſary, therefore the ſoul ſhould fear i. 
ir 


to hope, doubting the propriety of his coming 9. 
to Chriſt; ſince the ſame diſcouragement may | *: pift 
| 0 ariſe | 
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ariſe from the neceſſity of faith, and yet the 
neceſſity of faith muſt be maintained; ſince 
it would be equally preſumptubus to hope 


for ſalvation by Chriſt, without coming to 


him for it, as it would without believing 
in him; ſo the aw-akened ſinner is as willing 
to come to, truſt in, rely and depend upon 
Chriſt, as he is to hope for ſalvation from 
him: and this he doth in proportion to his 
faith; ſo that the neceſſity of theſe acts are 
no more a diſcouragement to the hope of the 
ſoul, and the ffeeneſs of ſalvation, than the 
neceffity of faith itſelf is. And when the 
conſcientious ſoul ſhall" at any time be- 
come ſuſpicidus and doubtful concerning the 
propriety of his faith, and believing the rea- 
lity of his being born again, the truth and fin- 
cerity of his repentanèe, and even whether 
his deſires" after, and coming to Chriſt, is 
truly. evangelical, and of a Goſpel-natore ; all 


which things are more or leſs the experience 


and concern of every true convert; ſhall 
we, in order to relieve and fatisfy their 
thoughtful and diſcomforted minds, dare to 
tell chem that theſe are unneceſſary, yea un- 
lawful, thoughts and concerns? That they 
are of a legal nature, and tend to the reject- 
ing of Chriſt, the free hope of the Goſpel ? 
and that it is ſufficient for them, if they do 
but know the meaning, and believe the truth 
of the Goſpel-report ? Would not this be 
flying 1n the face of the Lord Jeſus, and de- 


wines the doctrine which | himſelf hath 


N 2 taught, 
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taught, who hath declared regeneration and 
faith, repentance, and an active coming to him, 
to be as neceſſary to ſalvation inſtrumentally, 

as he himſelf. is meritoriouſly ? And tho! 
it is common for timorous ſouls to carry their 
ſuſpicions ſo far, eyen beyond the better hope 
they might juſtly encourage; yet are we not 
from hence to call them Phariſees, Legaliſte, 
and what not; and to charge them with 
ſeeking juſtification and acceptance with God, 
by the frames of their own minds, and the 


actings of their own ſouls, to the rejecting the 


free juſtification, by the alone righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, and being off the foundation of 
the Goſpel-hope, = their ſole concern 
about the above things is, that by knowing 
and experiencing the truth of them, they 
might conclude they are in a ſtate of grace, 
and ſo enjoy the comfort of being on the ene 
foundation; and that they might not be ſuf- 


fered to ſatisfy themſelves with an unevidenc'd 


and preſumptuous hope; it would certainly 
be more agreeable to the tenor of the Goſpel- 


peace, and the gracions diſpoſition of our 


compaſſionate High Prieſt, to aſſure ſuch ſouls, 


that the feeling ſenſe they have of fin in the 


evil of its nature and the greatneſs of its de- 
merit, the concern they are under on account 
of it, and the defire they have of being ſaved 
from it, by and thro! Chriſt alone, is grace it: 
ſelf, in the very principle, evidence, and fruit 
thereof; that they might ſatisfy themſelves 
that they are born again, without which 1 
0 
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of theſe things could be in them, or felt by 
them : and that they have the very eſſence of 
Goſpel-faith, which conſiſts in a believing in 
and fincerely deſiring ſalvation by the Lord 
alone and in his own way; they muſt be ſnewn 
that it ĩs to ſuch ſin- ſenſible, weary and heavy- 
laden ſouls the Lord Jeſus directs himſelf, and 
whom as ſuch he invites to come to him, and 
to whom he promiſes to give reſt: And when 


declarations of this, nature are owned and be- 


come the means of ſatisfaction andcomfortto any 
ſoul, they cannot but rejoice in thoſe evidences 
of a divine intereſt in the Lord Jeſus; in whom 
they ſee themſelves juſtified, and in whom 
alone they glory upon that account: and if 
theſe things ſhould be ineffectual to ſatisfy and 
comfort «4 diſconſolate mind, it is not all the 
knowledge they might have of, and faith in 
the Goſpil.revelation that will do it: but the 


ſoul muſt leave his caſe with the Lord, and 
live in dependance upon him in hope againſt 


hope; going forward in the uſe of means, till 
it ſhall pleaſe the Lord to make his way plain 
before him, and give him to enjoy the teſti- 
monies of his ſaving love; nor would it be 
preſumption for ſuch a ſoul thus to do. 
When the miniſters of the goſpel urge the 
neceſſity of regeneration, faith, and repentance, 
and an active coming to the Lord Jeſus ; and 
recommend an impartial examination con- 


cerning the propriety and truth of theſe 


things in the ſoul's own experience; they are 
ſo far from ſuppoſing them to have any ſhare 
in 


— 
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in Juſtification before God; that they intend 
them as evidences of their being juſtified ones, 
and as the means of comfort and joy upon 
that account; as alſo to guard the ſouls of 
their hearers from a ſuperficial faith and pre- 
ſumptuous hope. And when the benighted 
Chriſtian reflects back upon his paſt experi- 
ence; in order to ſupport and encourage his 
faith and hope under clouds and darkneſs ; 
this is not in The leaſt repugnant to the nature 
of the goſpel, nor can be deemed a rejecting 
of or lighting the Lord Jeſus; ſince by what 
means ſoever the ſoul ſeeks to ſupport his faith 
and hope, and to renew a ſenſible enjoyment 
of the divine favour, the Lord-Jeſus is at the 
bottom of all, as the fole ground of his faith 
and hope in the buſineſs of juſtification before 
God]; and he is fo far from making his paſt 
experience the ground of an objective hope, 
that he makes it ſubſetvient thereto, and uſes 
it as a means to eſtabliſh his faith and ho 
in him who is the object thereof, and who 
he knows is unchangeable tho ſometimes ab- 
ſent : Nor is it contrary to the liberty of the 
Goſpel for ſuch a ſoul to go backward to find 
an abſent Lord, any more than it is for him to 
go forward, or to 15 on the right hand and on 
the left. Job xxin.' 8, 9. And if the church, the 
bride and ſpouſe of Chriſt was juſtifiable in 
the enquiries ſhe made of the ſhepherds when 
- they ſaw him whom her ſoul loved, and the 
charge ſhe gave them that when they ſaw him 
again, they ſhould tell him ſhe was ſick of 
4 3 
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love, ſatisfied I am that this Lord and lover 
of his church will never be diſpleaſed with 
any of his beloved people, when they ſhall 
make the ſame enquiries of themſelves, and 
ſhall bring to remembrance the time when 
they ſaw and enjoyed him their beloved, and 
ſhall improve the paſt manifeſtations af di- 
vine love and grace, as an evidence of their 
intereſt in, and inſeparable union with him, 
who having loved his own, loveth to the end. 
Now, tho' theſe things might, by ſome, be 
deemed legal, yet to me they appear to be a 
divine living upon the Lord Jeſus, by the uſe 
of divine and well adapted means; and thoſe 
- who have learned to live upon Chriſt to the 
deſpiſing of thoſe means, have learned to de- 
ſpite the Goſpel. revelation itſelf, notwithſtand- 
ing their profeſſed eſteem for it, and attempts 
to exalt it above its own ſphere; for the Goſ- 
pel-revelation is very particular in characteri- 
zing thoſe ſinners, who without the charge of 
preſumption may hope for ſalvation through a 
revealed jeſus; and is as particular in encou- 
raging the benighted Chriſtian to hope and 
believe from his paſt experiences, and even 
puts words into his mouth, Pſal. Ix1ii. 5, 6, 7. 
My ſoul ſhall be ſati gſied as with marrow and | 
fatnefs ; and my mouth ſhall praiſe thee with | 
joyful lips: when I remember thee upon my bed, 
and meditate on thee in the night watches, Be- 
cauſe thou baſt been my help ; therefore in the 
ſhadow of thy cuings will T rejoice, Alſo Pal. 
Ixxvii. 5, — 12. and indeed, the inſtances are 
al- 
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almoſt innumerable, wherein the Pſalmiſt ex- 
cites himſelf and others to praiſe and hope in 


| God on account of his paſt goodneſs; and 
tho' ſome of thoſe inſtances might refer to 
what the Lord had done for others, and ſo 


not be deemed perſonal ; yet if it be lawful 


to encourage our faith and hope from the ex- 
perience of others, much more from our own. 


Nor can we improve the paſt teſtimonies of 
divine love to ſuch a degree, and for the glory 


of God as we ought, but by ſuch a uſe and 


improvement of the ſame. 

To conclude. Sir, ſuppoſe the awakened 
finner ſhould thro' the great ſenſe he has of 
his paſt fin and guilt, and his preſent feelings 
of ſin and. corruption, carry his doubts and 
fears too far, and be ſo ſuſpicious as to the 
Goſpel-right he has to hope in a revealed je- 
ſus; and ſuppoſing the benighted Chriſtian 
ſhould likewiſe be ſo ſuſpicious of his perſonal 
intereſt in the love and grace of God ; and 
ſhould reſtrain his ſatisfa&tion and comfort ſo 
much, either to his paſt, or preſent experience 
of the ſame, yet ſince notwithſtanding theſe 
things, neither of them queſtions the truth 
or excellency of the Goſpel-revelation, and 
the ſum of both their concern is to be found 
in Chriſt, and to enjoy the comfort of their. 
intereſt in him, by means of the evidences 
thereof; and ſince it is allowedly more ſafe 
to err on the ſide of ſelf- ſuſpicion and godly 
jealouſy, than to be too ſelf-confident and pre- 
ſumptuous; I cannot ſee, that theſe things, 
| taking 
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taking them in their worſt and moſt extenſive 
light, are any way criminal, or in the leaſt dero- 


gatory from the truth and excellency of the goſ- 


pel-revelation : conſequently they are no foun- 
dation or cauſe for unfriendly, ſevere, and un- 
charitable reflections and treatment: nor will 
they warrant or juſtify the aſperſion of lega- 
liſts, phariſaical, ſelf-righteous, rejecters of 
the Lord Jeſus, and enemies to the free hope 
of the goſpel, &c. much leſs will they be 
found ſufficient to indemnify under the atro- 
cious fin of ſchiſm, in rending the churches 

of Chriſt, and perplexing the minds of his 
dear people about ſuch things as are not in the 
leaſt eſſential to church fellowſhip, or chriſtian 
unity; and which rather render them the ob- 


jects of compaſſion and tender regard, than of 


evil and unkind uſage, in denying them Chri- 
ſtian-fellowſhip as tho' very hereticks: and 
reſettling themſelves under the arrogant cha- 
tacter of a more ſpiritual and truly goſpelized 
church, the very pureſt in London, if not in 
England, and whoſe motto is: The election 
hath obtained, and the reſt are blinded. 
But Sir, what have they obtained ? who have 
learned to undervalue the workings of divine 
grace in the hearts of men; yea, who deny 
the poſſibility and neceſſity of implanted grace 
as previous and _— tothe true — 

"7 


* This I had from the mouth of one of Mr. Ps coun- 
tty friends. | | . a 
4 And this I had from the mouth of one of Mr. S and 


Mr. P——“s great admirers, and who almoſt adores their new 


ſcheme of things. | 
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of, and faith in the Lord Jeſus, and repreſent. 


the Goſpel-revelation to be ſelf-ſufficient to 
the ſalvation of ſinners, aud who make the 


agency of the divine Spirit ſubſervient to the 


goſpel? What have they obtained who. de- 
ſpiſe the experience and eyidences of divine 
love and grace, as the means of ſatisfaction 


and comfort; and recommend a preſumptu- 
ous faith and hope, without any perſonal. 
ground for the ſame? In a word; what have 
they obtained, who, whilit they attempt to de- 


ler others from legality, are themſelves im- 


merſed in the very Jordan thereof? Witneſs 


the above things, together with a neglect of 
or indifferency to private, or family prayer ; 
alſo the holy kiſs; refuſing to take a civil oath; 


Waſhing the brethrens feet, &c. All which 
is legal, carnal, and fleſhly ; the latter of which 
is irrational and ſtupid, there being no call for 


it now, as there was in our Lord's time. Nor 
was it deſigned to be a precedent, but only to 
teach humility and brotherly love: and indeed, 
if we are to follow the letter of the word with- 
out regarding the true intent and meaning of 
the ſame (as ſome with whom I have converſed 
inſiſt upon) we ſhall then entangle ourſelves 


with a variety of things which neither Mr. 


P—— or his followers are aware of, or would 
be willing to conform to; ſuch as © giving to 


every one that aſketh, and from thoſe who 
would borrow of us not to turn away; that if 


compelled to go a mile, to be willing to go 
twain; and if any one ſmite us on the one 


cheek, 


in the Hzanrs of His Prorrx. 99 
cheek, to turn to him the other alſo; that if 


een 


in the words: on this principle likewiſe the 
abſurd and impious doctrine of tranſubſtantia- 
tion and many other abominable tenets of 
Rome muſt needs be embraced, for the letter 
of the word expreſsly declares the bread and 
wine in the ordinanc to be the body and blood 
of Jeſus: our Lord alſo calls himſelf a door, 
a vine; but ſurely to underſtand theſe things 
in a literal ſenſe, would be very ridiculous, 
yet this is the plan and ſum of things 
which the election hath obtained, and to which 
the. reſt are blinded. 

From the whole, fince it is by the Goſpel- 
revelation; we came by the knowledge of a 
Saviour, who he is, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
how he ſaves, by the ſacrifice of himſelf, as 
the meritorious cauſe, and by the waſhing of 
regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt 
on the hearts of ſinners, as the efficient, meet- 
ening, and evidential cauſe; may you and I, 
- = Sir, 
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Sir, be fo happy as to receive this Goſpel- re- 
_ +, , + elation in a; truly evangelical. and ſpiritual - 
_ . . ſenſe; may we venerate. all its glotious doc- 
. * Wines, experimentally feel its divine power j 
may we readily embrace, and yield a cheer- 
ful obedience to all. its precepts, that fo by 
theſe things we may have the witneſs in our- - 
ſelves, and teſtify to others that we have not 
received this goſpel of the grace of God in 
vain ; but that it has come to us in the ſaving 
power of it, in the Holy Ghoſt, and with muck, 
 dflurance, as well as in the word and letter 
thereof: this Sir, is the ſincere defire of 


q Your much obliged Friend, 


and bumble Servant. 
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ERRATUM. 
Page 13. line 30. dele the defect of the faith. 


